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For Forest and Stream. 
A May of Sport in Gexas. 


N Saturday, the 6th inst., I received an invitation 
from Mr. J. G. Tracy, Secretary of the Houston & 
Texas Western Railway, to accompany a. party of officials 
of the road to its present terminus on the following Mon- 
diy. This road is intended to run to the Rio Grande, but 
as yet only thirty-one miles have baen built from Houston. 
I knew that the prairies through which it passes are at this 
season of the year swarming with wild fow], and I knew 
that we might have a merry time of it with the dog and 
gun. I, therefore, accepted the invitation with alacrity, 
and forthwith called upon a young gentleman of Houston, 
who has two as fine bird-dogs as ever followed a sports- 
man, to induce him to join in the excursion. Unfortun- 
ately I found him sick with a cold, and unable to go, 
which was a bitter disappointment to me, as I was 
utterly dogless myself. My friend offered me his dogs, 
but the rascals could not be persuaded to accompany me. 
They looked at me and wagged their tails, as if they 
meant to say: ‘‘You are very good looking, but you can’t 
come in,” and with all the coaxing I could do, refused to 
budge an inch. 

At ten o’clock Monday morning I was at the depot, 
armed with double-barrel gun, and considerably weighed 
down with anmunition. (The splendid sporting costumes 
advertised in your columns haven’t found their way to 
Texas yet.) It wasa bright, ringing morning, as clear as 
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a silver bell, not a cloud.in the sky, and one of those 
singular ‘‘Texas Northers” piping away at a tremenduous 
rate. The temperature was a point or two below freezing, 
an unusual thing for this latitude. Soon I was joined by 
Maj. J. W. Goodwin, Chief Engineer, and shortly after 
him came a company of about a dozen, nearly all bearing 
shot-guns or rifles, but not one with adog. I asked Mr. 
Peter Floeck, a Houston banker, and Vice-President of the 
road: 4‘Why is it that you bring no dogs?” Said he, ‘‘ we 
need nodogs. Dogs would only be in the way. We snall 
have plenty of fun without them.” Presently came Mr. 
J. G. Tracy, in charge of a large box, over the edges of 
which a great many bottles were seen poking their inter- 
esting heads. A huge demijohn also accom, anied the 
box. 

The object of this trip was to give the State Railroad In- 
spector a chance to examine and report upon the last ten 
miles completed on this road. If his report should be 
favorable, it entitles the company to a donation from the 
State of sixteen sections, or ten thousand two hundred and 
forty scres of land for each mile of road, and also allows 
them to sell bonds to the amount of $10,000 per mile. A 
number, like myself, took advantage of the trip for pleas- 
ure and observation. 

At 10:15 the whistle blew, and all jumped on board. 
This road has a guage of only three feet, and the coach 
provided for us seemed so small, that I thought we 
should have a jam of it, but after all were seated there 
was plenty of room for more, The little coach had capa- 
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city for about thirty-six, and our party did not reach 
twenty. The train moved off slowly, not more than ten 
or twelve miles an hour, in order to give a number of 
strangers an opportunity to observe 

THE COUNTRY 
through which we were passing. I took a stand outside, 
in spite of the chilling norther, to take notes of the same. 
After clearing the outskirts of Houston, it seemed an in- 
terminable ocean of irie, except that a few miles tothe 
north and south of were two great lines of timber, ex- 
tending westward as far as the eye could reach. That to 
the right of us was the forests of Buffalo Bayou; that to 
the left, the forests of Brag’s Bayou. The road passed 
nearly equi-distant between the two, over a plain utterly 
treeless, smooth as a billiard table, and covered over at 
this season with a dense matting of grass. There were, 
however, no cattle upon this great natural pasture. The 
furious norther had driven them all to seek the sbelter of 
the forests. 

Neither were there any farms at all upon this great 
prairie, after passing three or four miles from Houston; 
but the lana lay virgin and untouched, just as God made 
it. The soil is almost jet black, and evidently very strong. 
Give it drainage in the direction of the bayous to the right 
and left, and puta thrifty population upon it, axd this 
great virgin field weuld soon blossom like a garden. And 
the day will not be long delayed before a great garden it 
will be. Fertile soil, genial climate, producing almost 
anything, easy access to market—a thriving city almost in 
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in sight—how can it be otherwise? I asked at what these 
lands could be purchased now, and was told “‘from fifty 
cents to a dollar an acre.” But then where are you going 
to get your fuel from, and your timber for fencing? 
When this road reaches the great Brazos “Bottoms,” only 
a few miles from its present terminus, it will deliver you 
splendid oak from two and a half to three dollars a cord, 
and the vast pineries just east of Houston will furnish 
illimitable resources for plank fences, cheaper perhaps 
than in any prairie country in the world. And then before 
the plank fence decays, the pyracanth and osage orange 
hedges will be ready to take its place, lasting till the crack 
of doom. When that thrifty population comes, this prairie 
may well say: ‘‘Match me, ye gods!” 

AT THE TERMINUS. 

About 1 p. m. we reached ‘‘Wimberly,” where the road 
now stops. I thought that as this place has a local habi- 
tation and a name, I should find it aiso a village or some- 
thing of that sort; but there was not even a house, or the 
sign of one! The road stopped short in the midst of a 
solitary prairie, and Wimberly existed only in name. I 
felt severely disappointed at this dreary prospect, as visions 
of a snug saloon and hot punches had for some time been 
tempting my appetite; and, moreover, I was hungry, and 
chilled to the bone. However, Mr. Secretary Tracy soon 
apnounced good cheer. Standing in the door of the apait- 
ment of the coach intended for baggage, he announced in 
a loud voice: ‘Gentlemen, walk up, roll up, tumble up— 
any way so you get up—and let us have something that is 
good. AsI knew that Wimberly was as yet unprovided 
with hotels and saloons, and ever mindful of the comforts 
of the wayfarer, I have brought both hotel and saloon 
along with us. If any man cannot here find good cheer, 
let him charge it to the fault of his own stomach, which 
does not know how to appreciate things that are good.” 

In sooth it was so. Going forward I found both hotel 
and saloon. There were wines, whiskies, brandies, of 
which all partook amply; there were rfleats, breads, con- 
diments and fruits, of which allstored away a heavy cargo. 
After this it was arranged that the party, or all who 
choose, should break into groups and spend three hours in 
hunting, but that we must not go beyond the sound of the 
whistle, for fear some of us might be lost or not get back 
in time. 

THE HUNT. 

As I had chatted much with Major Goodwin on the way, 
we naturally consorted together when the parties were 
made up. He is physically a splendid specimen of a man, 
and I found him as sparkling as a bowl of champagne 
punch. He was all sprightliness and joviality. He was, 
as Iam told, a favorite engineer of the great southern 
general, Lee, and is responsible for many of the fortifica- 
tions around Richmond and Petersburg, against which 
the Union army battled so long. He, too, was armed with 
a double-barrel shot gun. We struck out alone in a direc- 
tion which none others had taken. By this time clouds 
had covered the whole heavens, acd there was a heavy 
driving mist, scudding rapidly before the norther--be- 
hooved us now all our stores of viands and fluid stimu- 
lants to keep us warm. We had walked only about two 
hundred yards, when suddenly a flock of ‘ 
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rose almost from beneath our feet. We were not expect- 
ing them, and no shot was fired. They flew but a little 
distance and we pursued. When they rose again cach of 
us fired two shots, Major Goodwin getting two birds, 
whileI got but one. They were noble fellows, about three 
pounds weight, and as-fat as butter balls. So large were 
they, and so steady their flight, that it seemed almost 
impossible to miss them on the wing, and yet I had failed 
with one barrel. Never mind, it isa long time since I 
have played the sportsman. [have not got my hand in 
yet. Major Goodwin kept his eye on the living, while I 
picked up the dead birds. Again they rose, somewhat 
scattered, and each of us got one apiece, firing one barre! 
each. ‘‘Now,” said Major Goodwin, as we bagged the 
game, ‘‘we will let these fellows alone. We must have 
some of that flock for seed.” We had bagged but five, 
and it seemed to me there were at least a dozen left; and 
as they had again gone but a little distance I objected, 
and proposed that we renew the attack, remarking that I 
feared that if we gave them up we should find no more. 
The Major said, ‘‘Oh, we cannot go amiss for them. The 
country is full of them. We shall find plenty.” He then 
stated that this bird is rapidly increasing in Texas; that 
they are m“re numerous this year than ever, and that he 
supposed that it was on account Si increasing farms. 
His opinion was that the grains of the farmers encouraged 
them to increase and multiply, and that they are a bird 
that loves proximity to human habitation. ‘I guess,” 
added he, ‘‘they are nothing but stray chickens after all, 
and have had their characteristics permanently fixed by 
long in-and-in breeding.” 
SAND-HILL CRANES. ; 

Passing to the southwest some fifteen minutes more, 
carrying our guns nearly at ‘‘present arms,” I observed, 
some three or four hundred yards off, through the driving 
mist, an assemblage of moving objects, which I at first 
took to be a herd of deer. A more careful examination 
soon revolved them into birds, and my companion cried 
out: “‘Sand-hili cranes! Now to get a shot at them we 
will have to be sharp.” 

He proposed that we separate and march upon them 
from opposite quarters, the idea being that if one of us 
could get ashot at them while they were on the ground, 
they might give the other a chance by flying over his 


head. We withdrew the grouse charges from our guns 
and loaded with heavier metal. He struck off obliquely 
to the northwest, while I obliqued to the southwest. 
After getting directly opposite to the cranes, Doth began to 
move slowly directly upon them. They had not yet no- 
ticed us, or had not appeared to do so, though we were 
now within two hundred yards of them. They were feed- 
ing leisurely towards me, but gradually tending to the 
west. At last they perceived Major Goodwin, and began 
moving in a course which, if continued, would bring them 
within fifty yards to the west of my position. I concealed 
myself behind a small thicket of briars, which gave just 
screen enough to hide me. I cocked both barrels, and 
watched the tall birds as they were marching gracefully 
towards destruction. As they drew nearer and nearer, I 
was seized with a regular ‘‘buck-ague,” and shook at a 
terrible rate. Idrew from my pocket a flask of brandy, 
and emptied almost the entire contents down my throat. 
By this time the birds were easily within fifty yards, and 
I raised my gun, still having the ague, and fired quite at 
random into the array. Without noticing the effect of 
my shot, I gave them the second barrel as they rose into 
the air, and saw one big fellow tumble fluttering to the 
ground. Instead of going towards Major Goodwin, the 
flock flew to the southwest, doubiless seeking the advant- 
age of the wind to get away as quick as possible fram such 
dangerous quarters. My friend had not got a shot at all, 
at which I felt somewhat chsgrined. My first shot had 
also been effective, and I had two sand-hill cranes. 

These birds are majestic to look at. They stand about 
three feet high, and move with a stately motion, much re- 
sembling at a distance that of a deer. They are, also, 
about the color of adeer, Their weight does not come up 
to expectations. They are mainly feathers, legs, neck 
and tail. Seven to nine pounds is about the best of their 
weight. They are excellent for the table when well 
cooked, but if the cook be not skillful they are apt to be 
too dry. They are extremely numerous on tbe prairies of 
Texas in the winter, and are not at all addicted to water, 
so far as I have been able toobserve. They migrate north- 
ward on the approach of spring. 

These birds were too big to thrust in our game bags. 
The best that we could do was to sling them around our 
necks with a string tied to each of their feet, and let them 
dangle down our backs. 

ENCOUNTER WITH WILD GEESE. 

The timber of Buffalo Bayou was now close at hand. 
We had crossed this stream a few miles east of Wimberly, 
so that it was now south of us instead of north, as it had 
been most of the way. We moved to the stream, expect- 
ing to way-lay a colony of ducks,- but just as we reached 
the edge of the timber, a large flock of geese crossed the 
bayou a few hundred yards above us, and appeared to ligh: 
on the prairie just beyond. We now abandoned all idea 
of ducks in our- eagerness to attack the larger game. 
Crossing the narrow channel on a fallen tree, we crept 
stealthily to the edge of the timber on the south bank, and 
saw the geese feeding about two hundred paces above us. 
They were waddling along slowly towards us. Leaving 
the edge of the timbers, we walked cautiously up the 
bank of the stream until we thought we were about 
opposite the geese, then turned short off tothe left. When 
we got tothe edge of the forest again there were the 
geese, still unsuspicious, not more than sixty yards off, 


and drawing closer and closer tous. We arranged that 
Major Goodwin should shcot into them on the ground, and 
that I should deliver fire as they rose into the air. The 
Major fired both barrels almost simultaneously, and 1 
turned loose with both of mine just as the birds were 
flopping their wings in the air. There was a fluttering and 
a flopping for you! The Major bad killed three, and I had 


brought down too. Now, thought I, hereisamess! How 


are we going to transport this game? The best we could 
do was totie their feet toa string, then fling them over 


our backs with the cranes, and then abandon the cliase. 
We had as much game as we could well get along with. 


Said the Major: ‘‘The next time we go gunning we will 


take an ambulance.” We trudged back to ‘‘Wimberly,” 


treating with the utmost indifference several flocks of 


prairie-hens that we flushed on the way. They were se- 
cure, because we were already gorged. 

Shortly after our return to Wimberly the other hunting 
parties dropped in, one by one, all more or less laden with 
game. The !ast- that came up, but one, was Floeck, who 
came staggering under the weight of an enormous buck, 
which he bore on his shoulder. Hehad disembowelled the 
animal where he had fallen; and so saturated with the 
buck’s blood was his clothing, that he might have been 
easily mistaken for a butcher just out of the slaughter pen. 
As he threw the buck down he remarked: “I might have 
got another the easiest in the world, but I had in this 
fellow about as much as [ could well stand under, and my 
compadre would not consent to shoulder the responsibility.” 
He had shot the buck with a splendid Winchester rifle, 
which he had had manufactured to order at a cost of $150, 
After Mr. Floeck came the last of the party—a boy who 
had confined himself to blackbirds, and who had stuffed 
his game-bag and pockets full. 

THE GRAND RESULT. 

When all were in, a census of the day’s slaughter was 
taken with this result: Deer, 1; Prairie Hens, 23; Ducks, 
9; Geese, 10; Cranes, 4; Blackbirds, 59; Quail, 7; Hawks, 
1; Owls, 2; Hares, 1. The thirteen-year old boy who had 
shot the blackbirds was declared champion of the day. 
Said he: “I could have killed a million if I’d had a wagon 
to pack ’em.” I asked what would be the money value of 










































































our game inthe Houston market? Mr. Tracy said the 
grouse and ducks would readily bring twenty-five cents 
each; the cranes fifty cents; the geese seventy-five cents, 
and the quail ten. A gentleman from Ohio, who was of 
the party, said: ‘‘What a grand country is this, where even 
men’s sports will make them money!” 

On the return trip to Houston we found the prairies so 
filled with geese and grouse that several were shot down 
from the cars while in motion: These, by common con- 
sent, were given to Conductor Davis, and I believe his 
share obtained in this way was larger than that of any 
other single individual. 

‘‘WET-WEATHER BIRDS,” 

While on the return trip [ noticed hundreds of flocks of 
very diminutive birds, much resembling the summer 
sparrow, but of a lighter color. They seemed to go in 
thousands, so that scores of them might be taken at ashot. 
Mr. Tracy said they were the sweetest and fattest little 
birds in the world, but that it took ‘‘just two dozen to 
make a breakfast for one.” Another said that he called 
them ‘‘wet-weather birds,” ‘‘for,” said he, ‘‘in wet or 
damp weather the prairies are filled with them, and in dry 
weather they are never seen. What becomes of them is 
past finding out. I think they disband and take to the 
forests,” 

AT HOME. 

We reached Houston just after dark, the norther giving 
us a stern welcome as we leaped from the coach. We all 
parted happier, heartier, and I hope better than when we 
met in the morning. I hope to tell you, Mr. Editor, of 
many another day’s sport around Wimberly. In the 
meantime, you can say to Dr. Dio Lewis, that what he 
says about goose-meat not being good, is all pure fiction. 


Give me lots of fat, tender goose meat. eas 
Houston, Texas, Jan, 14th, 1877. 
i ee 
For Forest and Stream. 


FOX HUNTING IN OHIO, 





Bigs em a detail of how we hunt foxesin Ohio may 
interest some of your readers, I will give you a brief 
description. 

The sportsmen get together and decide upon a day and 
place for a hunt, elect their chief officer and a captain for 
each side, then advertise the day agreed upon, the territory 
they propose surrounding (which is generally about four 
square miles), and the hour for starting in towards the cen- 
tre. The centre is designated by a tall flag staff and the 
stars and stripes floating therefrom. A small brush tent is 
also put up for the foxes to hide in and rest when cornered. 
After closing in on a space about ten rods square and al- 
lowing the foxes a few minutes’ rest, the sport then begins, 
If a band is along they step in the enclosure and serenade 
what of the Reynard family may be housed there. Each 
side is then allowed to send in one person, generally a boy 
about 16 years of age; the strife then is to see which side 
will have the honor of catching the first or most foxes. 
They must catch them by the tail and lift them up clear 
from the ground at arm’s length. No dogs, firearms, or 
clubs, are allowed on the ground, whereby the foxes may 
be injured, until after all tne sport is had with them that is 
wanted. They are then sold to the highest bidder, the 
proceeds going towards paying the advertising. 

Sometimes when there is an old sly fox cornered, he 
makes the attempt to break through the ranks, but is 
caught and thrown back in the enclosure, and sneaks off as 
though he was ashamed of the trick. We had seven or eight 
of those hunts last winter, and on come occasions a thousand 
or more persons would participate in the sport. 

One night in December there fell about four inches of 
snow, and in the morning my brother Will says, ‘‘ Buck, 
this is a good day to hunt foxes; won’t you ge?” I must 
confess } did not need much coaxing, as I am a lover of 
sport. So I put my breech-loader together and took a few 
cartridges of F. F. shet, called the dog, and started for the 
woods where we thought we would be most. likely to find 
afox. We had not gotten rods in the woods before we 
found whcre one had been along. We followed up the 
trail and soon the tracks became so plenty we could not 
keep one particular track, for sometimes three or four 
would be going along together, and when they diverged we 
eould not tell one from another. We concluded we would 
skirt around on the outer edge of the woods, and perhaps 
we might find where one had left for some other piece of 
timber. We soon struck a track that seemed to be leading 
off, and after following about half a mile we found where 
he had gone down inside of a large poplar stump and 
into a hole under aroot. Weran a pole down some dis- 
tance, but could not feel him. Will then started fora 
spade and pick to dig him out. About the time he got to 
the house, which was about 80 rods off, the fox came to 
the conclusion that he had better try leg bail for it, and so 
jumped out, knocking my dog off the stump backwards, 
{ undertook to give him a load of shot as he started off, 
but the cartridge failed to explode, and before I could get 
the second banel ready the dog was between me and the 
fox. There was a nice race then for about half a mile be- 
fore my dog overhauled him. There was some tall fight- 
ing done there by the looks of the snow and the noise they 
made. We took his hide and started for home, having had 
sport enough for one day. Wehad not gone more than 
half « mile before we struck another track and followed it 
about ten rods and found a fox curled up in the hollow of 
a tree. When we came up he went up in the hollow. We 
got an ax and soon had him out. They were both very 
large gray foxes. Buck SHor. 





Wuar 1s AN 1ncH or Rain ?—An English acre consists 
of 6,272,640 square inches ; and an inch deep of rain on an 
acre yields 6,272,640 cubic inches of water, which at 
277-274 cubic inches to the gallon makes 22°622°5 gallons ; 
and, as a gallon of distilled water weighs 10 Ibs., the rain- 
fall on an acre is 226,225 lbs. avoirdupois ; as 2,240 lbs. 
are a ton, an inch deep of rain weighs 100-993 tons, or 
nearly 101 tons per acre. For every:100th of an inch a ton 
of water falls per acre. 


—_—_— SOO 
—Eight thousand nine hundred and ninety quail have 
been shipped from Salisbury, N. C., this season. 
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nearly ten millions of white fish (one million being equiva- 

lent to the hatch of many millions of other varieties of 

fish) were hatched and distributed. The hatching was 
done at Detroit, and with the water of the city water 
works, it having been found that the waters of the Detroit 
river, notwithstanding their occasional turbid condition, 
would be as suitable for the artificial hatching of the ova 
as the iced spring water previously used. A lengthened 
description of the taking of the ova is given, together with 
tables showing the condition of the weather during the 
hatcning. Four hundred and five female fish were 
stripped, and of the male fish, or milters, a considerably 
larger number, the impregnation being by what is called 
the dry process. The eggs were obtained almost ex- 
clusively at night, and on impregnation were placed in 
large cans, and early each morning taken by steamer to 
Detroit and placed in the hatching trays and boxes. The 
spawners averaged very large, weighing from five to eight 
pounds per fish. The process of incubation extends over 
a period of five months, during which time the eggs are 
carefully watched and tended. ‘The first eggs hatched was 
on the ist of March, and the last on the 11th of April, and 
at from eight to fifteen days old the fry were shipped for 
Deposit. _ Nearly six pages of the Report are devoted to 
enumerating the places of deposit and number of fish. 

This may be summarized as follows: 

Total deposits in the inland lakes, 3,382,000; total de- 
posits in Lake Erie, 450,000; total deposits in Lake Michi- 
gan, 1,000,000; total deposits in St. Clair river, 500,000; 
total deposits in the Detroit river, including tne deposit in 
Rough gp = is a small tributary of the Detroit 
river, an erefore a virtual plant i i - 
978, 000. t plant in the great river, 3, 

The sum total of deposits, 9,310,000, to which should be 
added as a proper part of the grist of the Detroit fac- 
tory, 600,000 eggs, in an advanced stage of incubation, 
donated to the Fish Commission of the State of Ohio, and 
300,000 to the Commission of New York, thus aggregating, 
as will be seen, a grand total of 10,210,000. Of this total, 
however, 1,460,000 are a donation from Professor Baird, 
being part of alot hatched under direction of the United 
States Commission at the Northville hatchery. Mr. 
Jerome justly gives great credit to his assistants in this tre- 
menduous hatching, Messrs. Chase and Ramsdell. 

With regard to other fish, the pickerel is given up as a 
sort of fresn water devil fish, and his extermination would 
be looked upon asa blessing. The grayling isa fish to 
which much interest is attached, and the problem as to 
whether their numbers are to be increased by artificial 
propagation will be solved atan early day. ‘he black 
bass Mr. Jerome puts down as the King of fish, whose 
motto is *‘to live and let live,” and who is unswayed by 
wee of any kind. This is what he says of 

“See, what are his universally conceded good qualities. 
He is among the gamiest of the gamy—his platter reputa- 
tion suffers by comparison with none—his family govern- 
ment is just splendid—fur the children born unto him he 
cherishes a tender care and affection, watching over and 
proteeting them from the myriad dangers that lurk about 
their ova life, and which follow them through the weeks 
and months of tender infancy. He wiil live and thrive in 
lake or river—in high or low temperature, in fact almost’ 
equally well wherever dame fortune appoints his habita- 
tion. So instead of going to a remote east and a still re- 
moter west for stock with which to populate our waters, 
why not be content with the rich native supply already 
sporting with unrivalled beauty and superiority in many a 
neighboring river and lake, madeed, almost beneath the very 
shadows of our roof trees. 

But the worthy Superintendents affections are not un- 
dividea; even the slippery eel has a place in them, and he 
is satisfied that notwithstanding invidious comparison that 
the ee] is the favorite fish with the people, and entitled to 
an honorable position in the industry of pisciculture. At 
the two hatcheries a statement of the stock on hand, shows 
that ‘there are now upon the trays of the Pokagon hatch- 
ery half a million or more of white fish ova, and about 
one million of salmon trout eggs. Upen ihe trays of the 
Detroit hatchery the Overseer, Mr. G. M. Chase, reports 
between eight and nine millions of white fish eggs. To 
carry these forward to March and April, the prebable 
period of their incubation, will require the assiduous labors 
of the overseer and of his assistant, Mr. Wm. Hines, and a 
probable force of three or four pickers daily. Soa large 
draft on the fish fund will necessarily be required to cariy 
the present stock through; while bad water, bad weather, 
or ill-luck from an unforseen cause or causes will una- 
voidably enhance the volume of expenses. And then to 
the ‘large expenses incurred for the hatching of such 
immense numbers of fish, there remains to be added the 
expenses of their deposit; and should the Commissivn 
deem it advisable to order them distributed largely into 
the interior lakes, the probability of any considerable 
overplus from the current year’s appropriation would be at 
best but a remote one. The Superintendent sees but a 
faint glimmering of a cliance for the grayling, black bass 
and eel, during the coming spring and summer, except 
that portion of the fish appropriation which reverted to 
the Treasury of the State be restored to the behoof and 
uses of the Commission. 

The Report concludes with an expression of thanks to 
the various railroad companies for their kindness in trans- 
porting fish, and an Appendix containing game and fish 
laws, etc, If fish culture is to be looked upon asa science, 
the dryness which the general reader finds in scientfic re- 
ports is entirely omitted in the one under discussion, Mr, 
Jerome has made it a most readable and cheerful resume. 
Another feature of the Michigan Commissioners Report is, 
that it comes to us bound with board covers, by which 
means it is much more easily preserved. We hope this 
plan will be adopted by the Commissioners ef other States. 

et 

A REJoINDER TO Fish CuLturist TaHompson, NEw 
Hore, Pa.—Our Nouvelle (Canada) correspondent refers 
ina recent letter to Mr. Thompson’s strictures upon his 
statements that salmon will not live more than two years 


from the sea, and says :— 

“Of course I meant adult salmon, and I don’t think he 
can show me salmon (Salmo Salar) of 10 or 12 Ibs. in good 
condition—in short, clean fish, that have spent two con- 
secutive seasons after spawning in pure fresh water. At 
least I can vouch that the British salmon deteriorates the 
first year and dies after the second, The late Mr. Ash- 
worth tried it at Galway with invariably the same results, 
However, I am open to conviction,” 



































































fish Cultuge. been sent in; nor, indeed, is it yet hardly time to expect 


news from them, as they are ever slow in reporting them- 
selves, in New York and other States little or no trace of 
them being discovered till the third or fourth year after 
their deposit. Salmon have been caught in the St. Josephs 
river with all the markings and characteristics of the At- 
lantic salmon, and weigking about two pounds each. 
Others have been taken in Lake Erie, which are supposed 
to have been placed in the Raison River by the Michigan 
Commissioners in 1874. Favorahle accounts have been 
received from various quarters regarding the whitefish 
planted. 

Of the varieties of fish at the Pokagon State Hatchery, 
all have done fairly well. They have been fed resonably 
well, but not regularly, fish meat not being always readily 
obtainable. In general health and growth the grayling 
stands, perhaps, number one. The speckled trout are 
barely seeond in the list. A healthier, handsomer coliec- 
tion of brook trout, have never been seen in any pond. 
The California salmon, while apparenily less healthy than 
their cousins, the Atlantic salmon, have shown a larger 
percentage of growth. Many of the California salmon are 
from twelve to fifteen inches long. One, in the — part 
of last October, about the average size, being found dead 
in the pond, was opened, and in the ovaries were found 
over 200 eggs of nearly full size. But the work to secure 
white fish and lake trout spawn was so protracted and 
tedious as to preclude the possipility of doing much else. 
The land-locked salmon of the hatch of 1876 are not de- 
veloping as it was believed they would, their growth be- 
ing unexpectedly gradual. They however have been 
placed ata disadvantage, being confined in a somewhat 
limited preserve, and with a limited supply of fresh water, 
while their salt water congeners, the Salmo Quinnat, of the 
hatch of the same season, have occupied the large spring 
ponds, with an abundance of water, and consequently 
have waxed much more fat and sizable than have the mem- 
bers of the Schoodic family. 

Passing over that portion of the Report which refers to 
the proceedings of 1875, we turn our attention more par- 
ticularly to what was done during last year, although in 
giving figures as to fry deposited the work of both years is 
included. Of California salmon the Commissioner re- 
ceived 800,000 eggs, which were hatched with but small 
percentage of loss, and distributed in lots in no less than 
sixty-eight different bodies of water. In addition to this 
quantity, the St. Josephs river was further enriched by 
33,000 fry of the same hatch which were intended for 
Illinois, but having reached the Pokagon hatchery in a 
suffering condition, were by order of Professor Milner 
turned into that river. 

Eighteen thousand eggs of the Schoodic or land-locked 
salmon were received in March, 1876, at Niles, from the 
Bucksport (Maine) establishment, and after being natched 
were deposited in various lakes and ponds. 

As might be expected, the great work of the Commission 
was in connection wi‘h white fish, which, it is claimed, ex- 
ceeds in extent the work of any fish State, and is un- 
paralleled in age or country. The immease number of 












Fish Hatcatnc APParatus.—Mr. Samuel Wilmot, of 
the establishment at Newcastle, Canada, sends us the dia- 
gram of a patent that he has secured for a white fish 
hatcbing apparatus, and which we think so well of that 
we present it herewith. Mr. Wilmot tells us that he has 
had it going this winter and it answers beautifully. The 
can, or hatching apparatus, is just eleven inches in diame- 
ter, and about five or six inches deep, into which are put 
100,000 white fish ova when first taken from the fish. It is 
then set a going by turning a small tap, which lets in say 
atinch stream of water, depending much upon the head. 
The eggs are put in motion by the action of the water, all 
sediment and bad eggs are carried away, and the sound 
ones are left as clean as when taken from the fish. Hand 
picking is, therefore, almost done away with. Mr. Wil- 
mot says:— 

“These self pickers and cleaners, with say five or six 
millions of white fish eggs, will save the labor of four or 
five hands daily, and will, at the same time, keep them 
cleaner than it is possible to do with any amount of hand 
washing. I have had some of these pickers going since 
1st Nov. last; many of the young fry are now hatching 
out. Therefore, the practical working of them is all that 
could be needed.” 


i Oo 
ABSTRACT OF THE SECOND ANNUAL 
REPORT OF THE STATE COMMIS- 
SIONERS AND SUPERINTENDENT 
OF THE MICHIGAN STATE FISH- 
ERIES. 


E are indebted to Mr. Geo. H. Jerome, Superintend- 

ent of State Fisheries, of a copy of the above 

valuable and comprehensive report. As it covers the 

operations for the year 1875-6, however, it is impossible 

for us tomore than glance at the work accomplished during 
that period. 

Notwithstanding the fact that it is but little over three 
years since the pisicultural work of the State was com. 
menced, it is claimed that Michigan in the magnitude and 
success of her fish cultural enterprises is the inferior of no 
one of the twenty-two fish States. The great cordon of 
lakes which fringes all the eastern, western and northern 
boundaries, the grandest bodies of fresh water to be found 
on the globe, gives her the largest and finest water farm to 
be found on the continent. 

Although some information has been received touching 
the success of the various fish plantings, yet the informa- 
tion is by no means as full as was hoped for, and as is de- 
sired. Of the shad planting no very reliable returns have 








































































































Glatural History. 


A WINTER VISITOR AT A FRONTIER 
FORT. 
—_+__—_—- 


[Under date of Fort Sanders, Wyoming Territory, De- 
cember 20th, 1876, Col. A. G@. Brackett, United States 
Army, gives the following account of a woodpecker :—] 

‘*We had a fearful snow storm in the Rocky Moun- 
tains on the night of the 26th and 27th of No- 
vember, 1876. It snowed all night calmly and quietly, 
and in the morning lay a foot or eighteen inches deep all 
over the plain. A hairy woodpecker (Picus villosus), had 
been with us during the whole autumn, and the morning 
after the storm was as busy as ever getting worms out of 
the logs of which our post is constructed. Most of the 
houses are made of logs on which the bark still remains, 
and our woodpecker makes this bark fly off in the most ap- 
proved style when he commences work upon them with 
his long, strong black bill. 

Sometimes the Hairy woodpecker comes directly along- 
side of the window where I do my writing, ard there—on 
a projecting building—works with all his might. Oc- 
casionally 1 see him run his long tongue into the hole he has 
made, or at least enlarged, and piercing a worm swallow 
it with the greatest satisfaction. He appears also to get 
something from under the bark of the logs, as he moves 
his bill rapidly as if chewing. He removes the bark and 
underneath it finds some kind of food; it may be the eggs 
of insects, or worms, which he eats with exceeding relish. 
His breast feathers are very fine, soft and downy, which 
gives him his name. I had supposed he always speared 
ihe worms with his hard and sharp tongue, and this may 
be the case ordinarily, but this morning he ate with his 
bill, as other birds eat, chewing rapidly. All of the time 
he is at work he seems to be eating, and the. amount of 
food consumed by any consideravle number of them must 
beenormeus. All birds are vigorous eaters, their mission 
in life being apparently to eat a vast amount of ail kind 
of food, and in this way they do much good or harm— 
perhaps this is about evenly balanced. While working 
they have a handsome appearance, particularly if the 
weather is cold, and their feathers are standing out. Their 
soft and downy plumage white on the breast, the feathers 
becoming darker and of a dun color as they approach the 
skin, is very handsome, the bird appearing to be sur- 
rounded with soft and warm plumage, especially adapted 
10 this cold climate amid the Rocky Mountains. 

So our woodpecker goes from house to house, and has 
become as well known at Fort Sanders as almost any indi- 
vidual init. We are all surprised to see him remain so 
jong after the cold weather has set in, and when the only 
birds we have remaining here are horned sky latks, or 
shore larks (Hremophila alpestris), which we call snow 
birds, who live here the whole year round and rear thous- 
ands of their young on the Laramie Plains. The other snow 
birds, that is to say, the Oregon snow birds (Junco oregenus), 
and Gray Crowned Finches (Leucosticte tephrocotis), have 
not yet put inanappearance. The Gray Crowned finches 
ure among the most beautiful birds in the mountains, their 
bright rose-colored sides, dark brown backs, and gray 
crowns, rendering them remarkably handsome. It is no 
wonder they are so highly prized in Alaska, where they 
remain during the summer months, and where their 
sprightly ways and bright coloring add so much to the 
lawdscapes, closed in as they usuaily are with tall, dark 
pine trees. 

Our woodpecker has made quitea name for himself as a 
“spirit raoper,” and some mornings, very early, has started 
several people out of their sleep vy his quick and restless 
pounding, who thought that the spirits had come sure 
enuugh, When pounding on the outside of a house, the 
sounds made by the woodpecker are exactly like some of 
those said to be made by the spirits. Notwithstanding the 
weird ways of this solitary woodpecker he has made many 
friends for himself, and although several of the soldiers 
have tried to catch him he has eluded them all, and works 
away as unconcernedly asif nothing had happened. At 
times his rappings becomes so loud that we are obliged to 
drive him off, when he goes to the next building aud be- 
gins wofk aguin. 

I cannot understand why this bird alone of all his spe- 
cies should remain here, where it is exceedingly cold at 
times. He may have thought he found a good thing when 
he came into the fort and discovered that the logs were 
filled with the kind of worm he relished above ali others; 
and perhaps he said to himself ‘‘Here [I will remain until 
next spring, as Lcan find no better place should I travel 
way down into New Mexico or Chihuahua.” 

Ji is true enough that some wild ducks occasionally stay 
all winter in the head springs of the streams, where the 
water is open. Last winter 1 saw a large number in the 
head spring of City creek, about two miles above Laramie 
city. As] approached they scrambled out of the water to 
ihe dry land and there remained. As I did not wish to 
disturb them, I turned my horse and went back, leaving 
them huddled together near the spring. This proves that 
all of our ducks do not go away at the approach of winter, 
although most of them do. It would be strange indeed if 
—_ did not remain behind, either from necessity or 
choice. 

‘The old logs are full of larve which the woodpeckers 
hunt for with great assiduity. {[ was surprised at first to 
see how many chips this woodpecker could make from the 
logs, pulling off pieces of bark half the size of my hand, 
aud it was several days, during the last of the warm weath- 
er, before I could understand what caused so much bark to 
be lying about on the porches. At last 1 saw the red- 
head at work, who evidently ‘‘meant business.” The com- 
mon class of Mexican people cali woodpeckers ‘‘carpinie- 
ros,” or carpenters, from the way they make the chips 
tiy after the manner of the carpenters. Harris's and the 
downy woodpecker are very much like the hairy wood- 
pecker, and a man must be able to decide at once which is 
ag as in their wild states, their movements are very 
rapid. 

in regard to the woodpeckers Mr.W.L. Baily in “Our Own 
Birds” says: ‘Although the red-heads undoubtedly do great 
service to the farmer in ridding his orcherd and fruit trees of 
a great number of insects, yet we cannot conceal the fact 

that their indulging ina fondness for fruit and green corn 
has given them a reputation anything but enviable. ‘The 
finest and ripest of the fruit is generally selected to gratify 
their desires; and s0 keen is their relish for the early pro- 










































































































































stance was that as rapidly as I would replenish the stock 






evident impossibility. No snakes or terrapins could be 
found nor the foot-prints of any animal. 








of traps and snares, as weil as by solitary watching by 
night, { began to believe that my forager was a bread day- 
lignt thief, and with a strong desire for its capture, I se- 
‘creted myself behind a bush, gun in hand, Jt was a day 






FOREST AND STREAM. 


ductions of the orchard, that a well loaded cherry tree will 
sometimes be entirely stripped of its cherries.before the 
owner has fairly tasted them.” 

Up here in the mountains we have very few either of 
cherry trees or woodpeckers, and welcome the latter when- 
ever they make their appearance. We have few trees of 
any kind, and the fact that a woodpecker, of all birds in 
the world, has chosen to spend the winter with us has 
given us both surprise and pleasure. If we have good luck 
I will tell you how he spent the winter. 

re 0 
CLUPEA AND CORREGONUS. 
—__>_—- 
VERGENNES, January 31st, 1877. 
EpiTor Forest anp STREAM:— 

At the request of several members of the Ferrisburgh 
Sportsmen Club, I send you herewith a specimen of a fish 
caught in Lake Champlain through the ice. It was un- 
known, or at least so rarely seen as to attract no attention 
south of Split Rock until the winter of 1870, but is now 
quite common in the waters of the lake between Split Rock 
and Port Henry. It is only caught in January, February 
and March, through the ice. It being thus caught at the 
same season as our smelt, which we know are a salt water 
fish, leads us to conclude that this is also a migratory sea 
fish. Fishermen assure me that these fish are never caught 
in the same places atthe sametime. I find in Thomp- 
son’s Vermont, which is the only work of reference I 
have, a fish whose description very nearly answers for this; 
he calls it the winter shad, Jlodon clodalus Le Sueur, 
Thon.pvson’s Vermont, A. D. 1842. Our fishermen call it 
indifferently blue fish, blue herring, ale-wife and herring. 

Will you for the benefit of many readers of your valu- 
able and entertaining paper, members of our Club, pub- 
lish a correct descripuon and the name, common and 
scientific, of the fish 1 send you, and whether or not it is a 
migratory sea fish? Yours sincerely, N. E. HA, 

Vice-Pres’t Ferrisburgh Sportsmen’s Club. 

Ans, The fish in question belongs to the genus corre- 
gonus, many varieties of which exist in the great lakes and 
lesser- inland waters of America, the principal or best 
known being the white fish of con merce, or the corre- 
gonus albus, It is closely allied with the lake herring, 
clupea harengus, which it resembles at a casual glance, but 
upon near inspection it will be found that the lake herring 
lacks the adipose second dorsal fin which distinguishes 
this; that its scales are smaller, its color more greenish, 
and its tail more forked. The Salmo family is also dis- 
tinguished by the adipose fin, and between it and the 
family of Gadide are several intermediate links, the 
species before us being one of them. It isabout ten inches 
long, and having been some time out of the water has 
acquired a deep blue color like that of the salt water 
herring. This fish is not, strictly speaking, a cisco, though 
the difference is hardly appreciable. It is quite different 
from the ciscoes found in Geneva Lake, Wisconsin. 

It may be well to say that while the adipose second 
dorsal_fin is a generic characteristic of the Salmo family, 
and a specific characteristic of the genus corregonus, it is 
also found in the catfish tribe (Saluwrid@) and in the smelt 
(osmerus,;) therefore, the species are not determined by this 
fin alone. 
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THE BLACK DUCK IN THE ROCKY 
MOUNTAINS. 


ninth 
Wasuineron, D. C., Jan. 27th, 1877. 
Epitor Forrest AND STREAM:— 

In your note below Col. Brackett’s list of the Birds of 
Wyoming, you state, referring to the black or dusky duck 
‘(Anas obscura) tor example, has never, we think, been no- 
ticed as far west as the Rocky Mountains before,” ete. 
Please allow me to correct your statement, and refer you 
to a report made by myself and Mr. H. W. Henshaw, Feb. 
15th, 1878, to Lieut. G. M. Wheeler, U. 8. A., in charge 
of Explorations west of the 100th M. On page 31 you will 
find that I saw this species at Rush Lake, Utah, in Nov. of 72. 
At this time they were present in enormous numbers, and 
Ihave killed too many black ducks not to know them 
when I see them. H. C. Yarrow. 

[Dr. Yarrow has our thanks for his prompt correction 
of ourerror. ‘The report referred to was not at hand at 
the time when the note referred to was written, but we 
have since been able to procure a copy.—EDb. | 

oo 
“DOES THE*OSPREY EVER TAKE DEAD 
FISH?” 
He 
PopgsvitiE, Pa., Jan. 15th, 1877. 
EpitTor ForEsT AND STREAM:— 

In your very valuable journal of the 11th inst., ‘‘Roam- 
er,” the Portland correspondent, briefly replies to the 
letter of **S. C. UC.” of December 7th, in which the latter 
tells of an ‘‘osprey picking up a dead fish.” ‘The former 
suggesting: ‘‘Did not the observer mistake a young eagle 
for an osprey?” 

The habits of the osprey, or fish-hawk, having been fully 
and ably written up, 1 do not propose to discuss them, but, 
since the question is being agitated, I desire to relate a cir- 
cumstance which occurred some years ago. I have always 
been extremely fond of fishing, and the farm on which L 
lived until recently was amply supplied with never-failing 
springs of pure sparkling cold water, thus affording excel- 
lent facilities for building afish pond. Having constructed 
one, it was immediately stecked with the ehoicest variety 
of fish with a view to their propagation. 1 had regular 
hours for feeding them, and after a time seemed to have 
won their affection, as they would all ascend to within a 
hair’s breadth of the water’s surface upon my, whistling or 
depositing crumbs of bread init. Buta singular circum: 


there was a hidden and unaccounted-for diminishing of the 
“nets.” Their leaping over the breast of the dam was an 


After vainly trying 1o discover the marauder by means 









in the middle of June. I never knew a summer morning 
more beautiful and still; only one little cloud was visible, 
and that seemed as pure and white and peaceful as if.; 

were the smoke of some burning censer: The leaves hung 
silent in the woods, and the flowers were bending their 
heads as if dreaming of the dew, while the atmosphere 
was of a soft and luxurious sweetness. I had occasion to 
remain in position but a short time, when suddenly I was 
overshadowed by an immense fish-hawk. Hovering around 
and over the pond for a moment or two he descended with 
lightning-like rapidity into the water, emerging with his 
iron talons firmly clinched to one of my ‘‘speckled beau- 
ties.” When he had reached an elevation of about fifteen 
feet above the water my fingér touched the trigger. The 
fish fell; the hawk fluttered; but, upon regaining his equi- 
librium, apparently in fury and excitement he returned to 
the spot where the fish had fallen and pickedit up. When 
he had reached about the same elevation I let drive the 


other barrel, and the thief fell a dead osprey. 
Dom PEDRO. 


Eprtror Forrest AND STREAM:— 

Your correspondent from Portland is inclined to doubt 
that the osprey ever takes dead fish; thinks that I may 
have mistaken the young eagle for the osprey; and if the 
incident was correctly related; asks if itis not an unpre- 
cedented one. As to mistaking the species, I believe 1 am 
too familiar with them for that to occur, even were the 
distinctions between them less marked than they are. 
Neither is the instance unprecedented, since I have seen it 
happen before, and under similar circumstances. I have 
also seen the osprey neglect to pick up his dropped fish, as 
the books say he does; but I have never seen the eagle 
catch a fish for himself. Perhaps because in Florida there 
are plenty of fish-hawks to do it for him. 

In the words of a recent practical writer on ornithology, 
“Birds, as probably other animals, are not quite so invari- 
able in their habits as has been commonly suppoted; hence 
one should not rashiy question the accounts given by 
usually reliable authorities, because in particular instances 
they do not accord with their own observations.”—Allen’s 
Notes on Some of the Rarer Birds of Massachusetts. e 

8. C. C. 


Woodland, Jarm and Garden, 


BULBOUS PLANTS. 
panes 

4 EW classes of cultivated plants are ‘so universally 
beautiful, or so much admired when in flower, as 

bulbs. They are almost without exception easily grown, 
and when well treated flower profusely; yet not unfre- 
quently complaints are made that some ef the most com- 
mon varieties are shy bloomers, a cireumstance doubtless 
attributable to some inattention on the part of the cul- 
tivator, rather than to any inherent deficit on the 
part of the plants themselves, Plants to bloom in per- 
fection must be well grown and well ripened, and this is 
especially necessary in the case of bulbs. Nevertheless, 
nothing is more common than to see the pot: containing 
this class of plants thrown carelessly beneath the green- 
house stage, or crowded on w shelf and left without moist- 
ture for days together. When such maltreatment is pruac- 
ticed we need not wonder at bulbous plants not blooming 
well the tollowing season. As soon as the flowering sea- 
son is over, all such plants require even redoubled atten- 
tion, and if they are grown in quantity they should be all 
set together where they can be readily seen and carefully 
watered and syringed as required. ‘There is no other class 
of plants that will better repay the painstaking cultivator 
than hardy, half hardy, and tender bulbs, carefully select- 
ed and well grown. Only give them positions equal to 
those occupied by Orchids, Palms, or Ferns, with half the 
amount of attention they require, and a perpetual exhibi- 
tion can be had of the most gorgeously tinted flowers. It 
is frequently asserted that no plants rival the Orchids in 
delicate tinting and delightful fragrance, but even the 
graceful East Indian Butterfly Orchids, (Phalenopsis) with 
all their wealth of snowy blossoms, are not more beautiful 
or more deliciously fragrant than the chaste and pearly 
blossomed Eucharis. Place a plant of Masdevallia ignea 
or veitchii side by side with Haemanthus coccineus, or even 
Valotta purpurea, or any of thé richly colored Amaryllis, 
and ask any ordinary observer which is the brightest, 
freshest and most effective. Take a handful of Ixias or 
Sparaxis and carry them into the vapor bath of an East 
Indian Orchid house, and they will hoid their own against 
the most rare and va'uable of tropical epiphytes. Indeed, 
though seldom seen, Ivias, Sparazis, Babianus, Tritonias, 
Aaatis, etc., are invaluable for greenhouse culture, and fur- 
nish abundance of their lovely spikes of bloom for cut 
flowers.’ The Valotta purpurea also should not be neglect- 
ed, an evergreen bulb which should never be allowed to 
dry off, or rest like the most of bulbs, but in our experi- 
ence growing and flowering best when cramped for room, 
and fed liberally with liquid manure. Among the smaller 
bulbs adapted for pot culiure may be named Marcissi, both 
yellow and white; Crocuses, Snowdrops, Tritelias, white and 
blue; Hyacinths, and Tulips, of course, and the Guernsey, 
and Belladonna Lilies, the latter of Which we have seen 
planted out on a warm border flowering more freely every 
fall than if grown in pots, its dclicate rosy pink blossom 
being borne on stout stems twelve to eighteen inches in 
height. Some varieties of Gladiola are also well adapted 
for potculture, and as for Lilies, no plauts are more popu- 
lar at present, either for pot culture for the greenhouse, 
for cut flowers, or for the decoration of beds and borders 


in the flower garden or pleasure grounds, ~ 
ro Oo - 


Mawen’s Harr Ferns.—Anyone having a plant of any of 
the Maiden’s Hair Ferns (Adiantum) may easily increase it 
by division—that is, by taking it out of the pot, pulling it 
apart carefully, leaving a crown, ard, if possible, a few 
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leaves to each piece, and planting them separatcly in pots 
in some nice compost composed principally of peat and 
sand. Thus treated, and placed in a warm, shady corner 
of the greenhouse, the plants will grow away freely. This 
is the time foiBuch work ‘indeed, for dividing up all such 
Ferns as Nephrolepis, Onychvum, Polypodium, Darvallia, As- 
plenum, etc., and in fact all that propagate themselves in 
this manner, as the fronds are now in a quiescent state, 
and many of them just starting into growth. Another, 
and a very interesting way of increasing Ferns, is by 
means of their seeds or spores. If any have been disap- 
poin‘ed with the result of their efforts in this direction 
heretofore, let them introduce a few pieces of peat, broken 
bricks, or porous sandstone on tke beds or benches on 
which the plants stand, and allow the fronds to distribute 
their own seed, taking care not to disturb the surface, and 


their success will be certain. 

cetacean 

Evprorsia JACQUINZFLORA.—Few plants are so useful 

or ornamental in wiater asthis. Planted out in a warm, 
cosy corner of the greenhouse where it gets plenty of light 
and sunshine, it-will throw out its long, willow-like shoots 
of glowing scarlet, the most charming of all floral wreaths, 
and the most useful for all loose, natural floral decorations. 
Take two or three spikes of this with a spike of Eucharis, 
bearing two.or three flowers and a pearly bud or two, a 
spike or two of Ceelogyne cristata, or any of the lovely 
white orchids, or even a few white Camellias with their 
own leaves, and one or two nice fronds of Pteris tremula, 
or of Maiden’s Hair Fern, and you have an arrangement 
than which nothing could be more simple, chaste, or strik- 
ing, and which will give more pleasure than the most clab- 
orately gotten up arrangement of mixed colors, 

—————< 0+ 


SELECTING LANDS IN FLORIDA. 


——_o»—_—— 
Purnam, Ct., January 23d, 1877. 


Epitor Forest AND STREAM:— 

I have so many enquiring about Florida by letter, I 
thought I would write you. 

I think the best time to start from New England for 
Florida is not before the first of November. The deerand 
wild turkeys are then in good order, and not as shy as they 
will be later in the season. The ducks and northern birds 
do not put in appearance much before the first of Decem- 
ber, and are abundant from that time until the first of 
April. In purchasing lands in view of building or raising 
fruit, be particular about a healthy locality, and select at a 
distance from the hammocks or swamps. Secure rich, 
wooded pine lands, rolling or high; they are to be had if 
one is not too hasty to decide and will look around. Do 
not buy an old worn out homesiead, but get dark sviled, 
rich pine lands abounding in large trees. You will need 
the trees for lumber and fencing. Do not burn up the 
waste wood, but pile it up to rot, setting oul your orange, 
Jemon, and fig trees, around the piles of rotting, moulding 
Jumber. It is the best thing in the world for bananas and 
all xinds of fruit trees. 1 speak from expcrience. I own 
a large orange grove. It is well to have a small piece of 
high hammock on your land, for you sometimes need some 
muck around different kinds of vines. But be careful 
your place is not near any cypress swamp, for it is said it 
one sleeps where he can see the limb of a cypress tree, it 
is the tinger of Death to him. GEORGE F, WILLIs. 

se 


In Ventura county there are a large number of ranches 
ranging from 7,000 to 96,000 acres, which are asse sed al] 
the way from $1.50 to $6 an acre. Fifteen of these em- 
brace 272,000 acres, and they contributed last year toward 
the support of Government less than $1,200. Divide these 
272,000 acres into 100 acre farms, and the county would 
have, instead of ascore or so of nomadic herdsmen, 2,720 
families, who would contribute to the support of schools, 
churches, roads and public institutions in. a hundred-fold 
ratio, and the same Jand, under generous cultivation and 
improvement would yield a handsome revenue to the State 
and General Government. Santa Barbaracounty has made 
rapid progress in the direction of inhabiting these waste 
places, as has also Kern county, with her Central Califor- 
nia Colony.—San Hrancisco Bulletin. 


At Riverside, San Bernardino county, California, they 
have 28 miles of irrigating canal, which waters 20,000 io 
25,000 acres of land. ‘This laad, without irrigation, 
would be worthless, not worth settling on; but with irriga- 
tion it is valued (very low, too) at $50 an acre, its products 
selling each year for more than the market price of the 
land. The locality has a water supply of 50,000 acres. 
California has many valleys quite as well situated as River- 
side, but it takes time to prove what may be done with 
land and water, and most of them yet remain in the rough, 
unimproved and unsettled. A few such experiments as 
that at Riverside (where, as we understand, the canals 
were mainly dug without capital and on the codperative 
plan) will explain the feasibility of like works in many 
other parts of the State, and open the way to thousands of 
prosperous farmers, and other thousands of day laborers. 
—Rural Press. 


Every one whois at all acquainted with the habits of the 
skunk, knows that it is an inveterate mouser as well us de- 
stroyer of other pests to agriculture;-that it does not lie 
inactive during winter, but searches over the fields for its 
prey, which seldom escapes—as, being a digger as well as 
« hunter, it possesses great advantages over oiher enemies 
of mice. I have been in the habit of observiug the faces 
of the skunk, as well as of other animals, and find that 
the diet of the skunk is composed of mice, crickets, grass- 
hoppers, bugs, larvee, etc.; in tact, we may say that its 
food is composed entirely.of foes to the interests of the 
farmer. I think it would be a wise policy to protect 
skunks by legislative enactment for a few years, when, the 
facts becoming known, they would not need legal protec- 
ton, The farmer’s wife holds the skunk in abhorrence 
and dread as a poultry thief, but my observation and expe- 
rience show that this fault of our friend is greatly exagger- 
ated. My own loss in 12 years is very small, and if pro- 
per precautions are taken there need be no loss of poultry 
by skunks,—Practical Farmer, 


FOREST AND STREAM. 
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N. B.—One of our New England correspondents asks for ‘‘a shure and 
saif cuer for Wormes in Doggs.”” We wish bim success. 

E. S. G., Waltonian Club, New Haven.—Have mailed you the docu_ 
ments desired. 

Epwin Ouiver, formerly of Little Falls, N. Y., is requested to rend 
his address to D. H. Eaton, of Peotone, Illinois, 

T. H. H., Sheator, I11.—Will you please give me your opinion on bor- 
ing the chamber of a 12-bore gun to fita10 ehell? Ans. It would not 
answer. = 

F. K. G.,Jr., Norton, Conn.—Can hear all about the Dexter breech- 
loader and buy one by addressing .B. M. Smith, _Nelle’s Corner’s, 
Ontario, Canada, 

Ccponta, Philadelphia.—Please send your real name and address to 
Thos. Williamson, Leesburg, Virginia. We have mislaidit. He wishes 
to talk with you about bass flies. 

Hau, Vergennes, Vt.—What is the best work on Ichthyology for this 
section which would be within the reach of those of moderate means? 
Ans. Buy Prof. Giil’s Fishes of New England. 

S. S. P., Bridgeport, Conn.—I have a lemon and white pointer dog, 
imported in utero. Would the same be classified at a bench show as an 
imported or American bred? Ans. As imported. 

C. E. W., North Milfora, Maine.—What can I get for a live caribou de- 
livered in New York or Philadelphia? Also what is the price for live red 
deer? Ans. The Dealers in animals will pay $10 for caribou. There is 
no market at present for livedeer. Usual price is $10 to $15: 

A. McCurpy, Dansville, N. ¥.—Having captured a white-headed or 
bald eagle, I desire to dispose of it. What isits value? Where can it 
be disposed of? Five quills missing from one wing. Ans. Address 
Chas. Reiche & Bro.. animal dealers'55 Caatham strect. See advertise- 
ment in this paper. 

Joun Cotrax, Highland, N. ¥Y.—Please inform me where can I pro- 
cure central-fire metallic cartridges of .32 calibre, if. such are manufac- 
tured? Ans. The Winchester Arms Co. make a .32 central-fire cartridge, 
we know, but we are not sure whether the U. M. C. Co., do or not. You 
can obtain tkem at retail from H. C. Squires, No. 1 Courtland street, 
this city. 

Bavcer, Berlin, Wis.—Where can I purchase a telescope for a rifle? 
Do you know of any second hand for a24inch barrel? Is there any 
Western manufactory? Ans, Your can obtain telescopic sights for rifles 
from almost any first class dealer in opticians goods. They are so little 
used, however, that no one, to our knowledge, makes a specialty of 
them. 

J.J. McC., Natchi'oches, La.—Please tell me what portion of Florida 
is best for raising vegetables? Do you know a small place of 200 or 300 
acres, or less, for sale, near a railroad and good market? Ans. We have 
mailed you a reply, and also turned your letter over to Col. J. B. Oliver, 
of the Florida Land Agency, 21 Park Kow, who will also answer your 
o.her queries. 

V. P., New York.—Will you please inform me what part of Illinois, 
or near Chicago, is the best for shooting, also the variety of game to be 
found? You may include the State of Ohio. Is February a goood 
month for such sport? if not please name one? Ans. At Calumet, pear 
Chicago, you will probably get some duck and snipe shooting in Feb- 
roary or March. 

W.8., Rouse’s Point, N. Y.—Would you inform me what to give my 
spaniel, he has the distemper, and he seems hungry; what will I feed 
him? He runs at the eyes and nose and kind of slobbeis at the mouth, 
and breathes quite bad? Ans. Give your dog 15 grs. calomel, placing the 
dry powder on the back of the tongue. Give 5grs. of quinine twice a 
day, keeping the bowels moved, if necessary, with small doses of calo- 
mel, 

J.D. H., New York.—Wil! you be kind enongh to give me the pedi- 
gree of Mr. Tappen’s deg Brisk? Ans. Brisk was by Major Belknap’s 
Captain, (born on H.M Frigate, Barraconta, off Cape Horn) ont of bis 
Fanny. Captain was by Plauto oat of Josie, bred in Ireland by Capt. 
Anderson. Fanny was by. King out of Betty, bred by Squire Pelfrey of 
Dublin. You can see this pedigree extended in our Kennel Register by 
calling at our office. 

J.C. M., Mason City.—What is the best point for bunting and trap- 
ping in Montana, and about the cost for one season, starting from 
Mason City? Would’nt $300 be plenty for three? we have our guns. 
Ans. Go to Fort Benton by steamboat up the Missouri river, or by Pacific 
Railroad and stage. The best trapping grounds lies about 150 miles 
south and southwest,of Fort Benton. We cannot estimate the cost. 
Shonld think $300 would be quite sufficient for three experience trappers 
or woodsmen. It would not pay for the return trip, however. 


C. E. B., Bloomfield, N. J.—1. Where can I get good duck shooting 
abont the tirst of March, on Long Island or New Jersey shores, for about 
two weeks? What would be a comfortable house to stay at, and to 
whom should I write to engage a room, boat, &c? 2. Can you tell me of 
some pereon or firm who would bind my Forest AnD Srraams for’me, 
doit well? Ans. 1. Probably at Good Ground, Long Island. Write 
to Wm. Lane. 2. We can have your papers bound for you. 


R. M. L., Scranton, Pa.—1. 1s the pointer bitch Teal of the large size? 
Has she been broken, and aretricver? What is hercolor? 2. What is 
Lady Ti’s color? Will she a'so retrieve? Ans. 1. Teal would probably 
come in the small class, but Young Bang, to whom see has been bred, 
weighs 65 pounds. She is liver aud white and has-never been broken. 
2. Lady Tiis white and lemon. As dogs in England are not broken to 
to retrieve, (that is, setters and pointers) we presume that she is not, 


J.J. Q., Pittsburg, Pa.—From the symptoms you give and which are 
too lengthy to print, your pointer biteh is trouvled with werms. Give 
her 60 grains powdered Areca nut in three doses of 20 grains each two 
hours apart; four hours after the last dose give her one ounce castor oil. 
If you can not get the Areca nut at your drug stores write to IHolberton 
& Beemer, No. 102 Nassau street, this city, who wilt send it to you pre- 
pared in proper doses. 

D. L. D., Philadelpbia.—The writer would like you to post him as to 
the proper manner in which to break a ectter pup before breaking him in 
the field next fall. The pup is now six weeks old and comes from pure 
Irish (imported) stock. If there is v crblished relative to the sub- 
ject, will you kindly give address? Ans. Do not commence to break 
your pup until he is at least six months old. Buy ‘‘Dinks, Mayhew & 
Hutchinson,” in which work you will find full instructions. Wecan 
send it; price $3. 

R. L. W., Manefield, P.—Can Ely’s wire cartridges and buckshot be 
shot out of a choke or modified choke-bore gun, and with good pattern 
and penetration? I see in the papers that some say it can be done, while 
others say it cannot without injuring the gun. Can a muzzle-loader be 
choked-bored? Ans. Buckshot can be used a in choke-bored gun provid- 
ing they chamber inthe muzzle. We should not advise using Ely’s 
wire cartridges A muzzle-loader can be choked-bored if it is not too 
much worn at the muzzle. The gun you allude to has been sold. 

SPoRTsMAN, Cleveland, O.—Were the cases and their contents exhi- 
bited at the Centennial by Purdy, Lancaster, Rigby, Dougall, and the 
other prominent London gunmakers returned to England by their respec- 
tive owners, or left on sale with gun dealers in this country? If left in 
America I should be gladto know where application for exammation 
with a view to purchase should be made? Ans. The case of Messrs. W. 
& CO. Scott & Sons, went to Messrs. Wm. Read & Sons, Boston. The 
Greener guns are allinthe hands of H. C. Squires, No. 1 Courtland 
street, this city, The guns of other makers we think were all returned 
to England, 





Srortsman, Canton.—Will you please state the provisions of the game 
laws of this State, and if you think best suggest some means of remedy- 
ing the slaughter of deer? Ans. Although the law says “No persons 
shall kill or chase any moose or wild deer in any part of the State, save 
only and during the months of September, October, and November.” 
Yet it is practically extended through December and January, by the 
very next sentence, which permits any person “‘to sell, expose for sale, 
transport, or have in his or her possession, moose, wild deer or fresh 
venison, during the month of September, October, November, December 
and January.” The penalty is $50. 

J. W. K., Ayer.—1. Do you think it makes any difference whether 
the eyes and nose of a setter dog are light or dsrk, or in other words, 
which do you consider the most reliabley 2 In picking out a pup at the 
age of eight weeks old, what are the principal points? Ans. 1. Yes, 
black nose and eyes are distinguishing marks of high breeding, besides 
adding much to the beauty of the dog. 2. Color and markings generally 
come first in choosing a puppy. The strongest aid healthiest is perceiv- 
ed at a glance, and the chest, legs, loins, hips, and hind-quarters, should 
be examined, and the shape of the head looked to. It is difficult to give 
a rule for selecting a puppy; the eye must be the judge, and sometimes 
the runt of a litter turns out the best. 

Reaver, Buffaio.—In your issue of July 6th, I notice’an article by Wm. 
H. Rollins, Boston, on the sabject of “Canvas Canoes.” He says he 
“will write directions and give measurements go any of your readers can 
make one.’’ I have written him but can get no answer. Can you tell 
me where I can get the photographs of the boats he mentions, and direc- 
tions for making the same? or are there any makers of canvas canoe 
shaped boats? Ans. We are not personally acquainted with Mr. Xollins 
and do not know his address, but you may obtain it by writing to John 
H. Treat, Lawrence, Mass. One of Colvin’s canvas canoes can be bought 
by addressing Holberton & Beemer, 102 Nassau street, this city. They 
are made in Troy, we believe. 

W. F.R., Covington, Ky.—1. What part of Colorado cam I settle on 
under the Homertead . Law for general farming, such as would raise corn 
and wheat? 2, Will the country around La Porte, Col., answer the above 
requirements? %. Is game plentiful around La Porte? Ans. 1. There 
is little ‘‘general” farming-in Colorado. Corn and wheat are not natural 
crops there, and crops are depepdant largely upon civilization, whichis 
usually a co-operative enterprise of several farmers. 2. La Porte is ona 
stream. The same stream at Greeley is largely used for irrigation. 3. 
There are antelope about La Porte, waterfowl ip season, and large game 
west among the mountains. For hunting and “ranching” combined, go 
into the parks, and adopt grazing, the most profitable farming in 
Colorado, 

TRaprER, Belleville, Canada.—Canada seems to be on the decline for 
fur, and as I see in your Trapping Department favorable report from 
Mississippi and other States in the Southwest, can you tell me anything 
about Arkansas? I have heard that it wasa good ground for fur and 
not hunted at all. Is it too late to go there, and how shall I reach it? 
What part of the State shall I goto? Ans. The country watered by the 
St. Francis river and its tributaries is an almost unbroken swamp, nota- 
bly the counties of Crittenden, Green, Craighead ané@ Mississippi, and 
abounds in bears, panthers, wild cats, wolves, deer, beaver, otter, mink, 
coon, opossoms, etc. It is sparsely settled and but little known. Take 
Memphis and Little Rock R. R. to Forest City; thence wagon 75 miles, 
more or less, as far as you wish to go. Trapping is done until April. 
There is no better field for trapping and hunting in the Southwest. 


LauRant, Philadelphia.—Will you pleage give me the name and color 
for flies, for perch and bass fishing? Ans. The Ferguson, Williamson, 
Academy, and Page flies are the best known, and eonstitute a variety of 
styles and colors enfficient to cover all waters. The Ferguson flies are 
generally very yaudy, with wings or bodies of brilliant crimson, gold, 
and green. The Wiliiamson and Academy flies are less showy, witha 
more liberal combination of turkey browns and grays. The Page fly has 
broad scarlet ibis wings with guinea fowl scapulars. The Ferguson and 
Williamson wings are not flat, but in shape resemble the majority of 
trout fly patterns. Wedo not put as great faith in scarlets as some 
anglers do, except for spoon dressing. Flies should be small, except 
for very rougk water. Duns and grey colors suit southern waters best; 
bright colors for northern waters. There are no distinctive perch flies, 
as those fish rise readily to bass flies. 

R. 8. P., New York.—1. Would I find any shooting in the vicinity of 
New York on Washington’s birthday, and would there be any duck 
shooting at Jamaica, Rockaway, or surroundings? 2. Would not orange 
and sugar cane be a paying plantation in Florida? Where are the best 
grounds? Are there any near Homosassa? Whatis the fare to that 
place, and what could land be purchased for? Ans. 1. Depends entirely 
upon the weather. If the warm weather continues there will be, no 
doubt. 2. There is a fine abandoned sugar plantation three miles from 
Homosassa, on the river, which could be bought. Sugar and syrup, the 
latter especially, pay well. Most parts of Florida are well adapted to its 
culture, especially on the interior south of Palatka, and on the Gulf. 
Syrup will soon become a popular staple, and the earliest produces will 
find the best market. The fare to Homosassa is about $35 from New 
York by cheapest route, via Fernandina and Cedar Keys. Improved 
land can be bought for a few dollars, and wild land for abovt nothing. 


W. H.S., Philadelphia.—1. I have a Scott choke-bore breech-loader, 
and in trying it at six targets yesterday at 4) yards with 3 drs. of powder 
and 14 oz, of No. 6 shot, found it to average 96 pellets. I had three 
pink edge wads on powder and 1 oz. shot; have seen the gun do a great 
deal better, and would like to know whether I had it louded properly, as 
that is a very poor target; the gun is 12-bore, cost $200? 2. Please tell 
me the way to load shells to get the best patterns, and does it makes any 
differeace whether the inside of metal shells are cleaned or not? 3. 
Does 40 yards range mean 40 yards from where you stand, or from the 
end of the barrels? and do they clean the barrels after exch shit? Ans. 
1 Your pattern is certainly a very poorone., You do not give the weight 
of your gun, but we should suggest 2} drs. powder and 1} oz. shot with 
only two pink-edge wads over powder. 2. You must learn this by ex- 
perimen, as guns differ greatly. We prefer to have the inside of metal 
shells cleaned. 3. From Where you stand, and the cleaning of the gun 
is optional. 


A. J. A.,. Manatee, Florida.—1. I have lost a valuable pointer bya 
disease, called in this locality, “staggers,” which affects both dogs and 
horses? 2. My horses, Gordon setter, and English pointer, all recent 
importations, are seriously annoyed by ticks upon which insect powder 
seems to have no effect. 3. lL have lost one young and vaiuable mare 
from becoming ‘‘sanded” 4. ¢., eating sand with grass or forage, causing 
inflammation of bowels, and subecquently death. What remedies or 
course of treatment would you advise inthe three instances herein 
named? 4, Also what treatment would you recommend for botts in 
horses? 5. What is the correct amount of glauber salts for a dose when 
given as a purge for both dogs and horses? 6. Is there any better laxa- 
tion_for ordinary complaints of those animals? Ans. 1, This is due to in- 
digestion, causing flow of blood of the brain. Treatment: for the dogs, 
cathartics, followed by tonics; for the horses, in the acute stage, veni- . 
sextion, followed by cathartics and easily assimilated food. 2. Take of 
quassia chips, 01 e pound, soft water, four gallons, boil for twenty min- 
utes, strain and wash animals with it. One application will be sufficient, 
if properly applied. 3. For a sanded animal, give from a pint to a quart 
of linseed oil, as a purgative, the dose regulated by the size of the ani- 
mal. One dose, if it operates, will be sufficient. 4. For botts or worms 
use Gaing’s Worm Powder, for which address Prof. J. A. Gaing, P. O. 
Box 938, New York city; price, $1 per pox. 5. Glauber salts should 
not be given to dogs, as it acts as a drastic. Dose for a horse, from ten 
ounces to one pound: 6. There are several better laxatives, such as lin- 
seed oil, Barbadoes aloes in mild doses, &c. 





—-The name of B. T. Babbitt is synonymous with honesty and success, 
and his products are the — best in the market. His Toilet Soap ranks 
as the finest soap for toilet pu in the world, being entirely 
free from poisonous elements, and the cleapest in use, as also the pleas~ 
antest for the skin that can be used.—Ady. 
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fishing. Come up here if you want tocatch fish. And instead of sit- : a ae +s = 
ting im the broiling sun for hours without a nibble—but plenty of bites fled drumming of ruffed atone we ip flap of — wood 
from mosquitoes—you can capture from three te four hundred pounds cock, our streams and rivers but a waste of waters unten- 
per day, without minnows, and the mercury ranging from four above anted by a solitary fin, 1 confidently believe that ten 

years from now will see game and fish much more plenti- 


zero down to zero. For the past week parties have gone to the Wabash 
and the slough making out near the railroad bridge, and cutting holes in ful. The increase of sportsmen and sportsmen’s clubs, in- 
stead of tending to decrease the quantity of fin and 


the ice, have, with grab hooks, pulled out the finest bass, tin-mouths and 
feather in our land wiil have, and already has had, a con- 


other fish--some to the amount of five hundred pounds per day. They 
go, generally, in sleighs, and on my way up-town this morning I met 
three two-horse and several single sleighs;and one wagon starting out, | trary effect. Hardly a member of these associations but 
each having large vc sse!s, and some barrels to put their fish in. has some farmer friend (and a great many farmets are 
“How will the above do for a fish statement? It is a fact, however. he bie b 1} te is infl b 
They generally cut the ice near a cluster of logs or brush near shore, themselves members) who, through his influence can be 
where, perhaps, the water last froze and the fish assembled.” made to protect what he once destroyed, or at least counted 
as naught. This is exemplified by what these gentlemen 
are doing all over the land this unprecedented hard winter 
; for the preservation of these helpless creatures. Many a 
| farmer is watching with interest his litle flock of qdail as 
} they run to and fro among the poultry picking up their 
share which he has kindly thrown them, and saying to him- 
clared there would be about as much fun in hauling up | S¢lf. ‘* I don’t begrudge the little they eat, for it presezves 
dead cats, while it would be decidedly more respectable j their lives, and its only from their increase that Cousin 
and humane. You have doubtless heard of pot-hunters— Charlie, when he visits me next fail can hope for any 


REPLY. 

Vicksboure, Jan. 13th, 1877. 
Dear —— I got your fish letter this morning, and read 
it, in convention assembled, in Boswell’s office. The uni- 
versal expression was that of disgust at tiie details, and 
surprise that a gentleman of you parts should make them 
without any expression of disapprebation. Robinson de- 


Boswell have experienced. Why, you know nothing comparatively about which is heard no cheerful cry of ‘* Bob White,” no muf- 
J 


pry pata ve wondios Cmaiee _ Seas sport. Let them eat; and although the partridges (grouse) 
from bad weather, and then blaze away with an infernal | 27° budding my young orchard considerably, I shal! find no 
old ‘‘spill-out,” murder the poor things by wholesale, and | fult, for the snow and ice has so covered up their natural 

food that I suppose the poor things can get nothing to cat.” 


have the hardness of cheek and want of sname to boast of 
it afterwards. We all regard the pot hunter as a specimen | [tell you our hope lies in the farmer, and if Forest AND 
STREAM laid on the table of every country house in the 


of decency and prosperity as compared to a man who will 
land, supplanting the trash which the boys bring home, 


jerk a grab hook into an unfortunate game fish, that is 
down with the frosts and unable to protect itself. We do ae : 

the revolution which is surely coming would be but the 
work of months instead of years. 


not believe a genuine fisherman would be caught at such 
The artificial propagation of game should be made a 


work. Indiana has wisely passed laws punishing as 

criminals thuse who capture fish with a seine. Aud sein- 

ing is poe oo fair a of ere oes fish | point. Mr. Green has proven to the world practically that 

rough holes in the ice. In the former case the fish are : font . ; a Bacall 

presumed to be in good health and in the full possession of the science of pisciculture has been of incalculable benefit 

all their faculties. They have, at the worst, the chance of | ‘© this land, making waters once barren to be fruitful, and 

jumping over, or running over or around the blasted im | those already fruitful to double their fruitfulness. Why 
should not this be the case in regard to game? Why should 
we not have national and State aviaries, where non-migra- 
tory birds might be raised and distributed, furnishing quail 


pliment of destruction, butin the case you recite the things 
are down sick—torpid with the intense cold—utterly helpless 
and ruffed grouse at nominal figures to sportsmens’ clubs. 
It is with feelings of dismay that we look forward to 


—not even ae blessed with the power of motion, and the 
e 
next fall’s shooting after this kiliing winter. None but the 


only thing to alleviate in the least the cruelty of the trans- 
wealthiest of us can hope to fill our game bags, and that 



































action is the fact that their vision will not enable them to 
see their destroyers, and that their torpor perhaps deadens 
the pangs of the murderous grab. If the law of the State 
fines ten dollars for seining it should fine fifty dollars for 
this infamous grabbing. I have no patience wita such 
fishing or such fishermen as you describe. BHF: 
me 
THOUGHTS FOR PRACTICAL MEN, 


brethren at the south are all right; their birds never get 
imprisoned under three feet of snow. I am writing in be- 
half of the north and northern sportsmen, and at this pre- 
sent moment sadly do they need sympathy. We hear on 
every side of bevies frozen in, of little stark attenuated 
bodies lying in and by the roadside, starved to death; of 
grouse trying to peck through the icy coating of the buds; 
and falling down through the lack of food. All these things 
forbode disaster to shooting next November; and to deprive 
us of our shooting is to take away what we live the other 
eleven months for. The accident which has happened this 
winter has happened other winters, and is very liable to 
happen again. No legislation can prevent it, and our ex- 
perience in years past has been that a fierce snowy winter 
has invariably caused fearful diminution in feathered game. 
A disease constantly occurring will, at last, suggest a rem- 
edy, and the only remedy suggesting itself for this is 
the organization and maintainance of a State breeding 
house. The expense would not be great, and the good 
done would be beyond estimate. Suppcsing such an in- 
stitution existed at present in New York State, with say 
five thousand pairs of quail and a thousand of pairs of 
ruffed grouse for distribution over our fields and through 
our forests? Sportsmens’ clubs, instead of discussing the 
subject of what shall we shoot the coming season, would 
be making appropriations and otherwise preparing to send 
in their orders to the State Aviary for ten, twenty, or fifty 
pairs of birds, and with a sigh for those who met an un- 
timely fate this winter, turn out the fresh, healthy quail, 
which increasing and multiplying would fill our rural dis- 
tricts with their plaintive calls next summer, and fill the 
stubbles with bevies in the coming fall. 

Hardly a week passes without some one enquiring in 
your paper where live quail can be found for propagation, 
and the auswer is invariably some point in the Carolinas or 
one of the Gulf States, and the price very high. Add to 
tbis the cost of transportation, and the limited supply, and 
it becomes evident that the importation of southern quail 
from private dealers will never become a great success. 

If the State Association would take the matter in hand; 
and from their surplus wealth make appropriations suffi- 
cient to lease suitable grounds and buildings and procure a 
stock of birds, there is no doubt but that every Associa- 
tion in the State would enter in with them heart, hand and 
purse, paying certain dues for its support, and in a very short 
time our State Aviary would become a national blessing 
and a paying institution. All trouble regarding the effect 
of hard winters on game would be at an end. Bob White 
would whistle on every hill-side, and the ruffed grouse 
drum and plume himself on every log. Instead of leaving 
home a thousand miles behind to work our cogs success- 
fully and count well on game, a day from business would 
insuie a good day’s sport. This is no fancy sketch; acalm 
consideration of the above will show to every thinking 
man, that a movement in the direction spoken of in this 
article is necessary. I believe it will be done, and that 
game will increase in much greater ratio that sportsmen, 
nothwithstanding the fears entertained by some that the 
great additions to the fraternity during the last few years 
will effectually root out all the recognized game from_the 
country. HH. W. D.L. 


oe 
* —The numerous parties asking for live quail will find a 
lot advertised for sale in our columns to-day, 
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DANSVILLE, N. Y., Feb. 3. 
Epitor Forest AND STREAM:— 
HAT a good thing that the time has at last come 
when the Votaries of Rod and Gun are looked up 
to and respected, where fifty or even twenty-five years ago 
they were looked down upon by the so-called respectable 
peopie, and classed among the low and vulgar. Thirty 
years ago, Henry W. Herbert (Frank Forester) stood out 
alone as champion of American field sports, and nobly did 
he do his work. With a combination of tact, energy, per- 
severance and patience, he succeeded in bringing the 
beauties of the ennobling pursuits of forest and stream be- 
fore the people in such a thorough, convincing way, that a 
change came over the public mind regarding this subject, 
and to-day nearly every Four Corners has its sportsman’s 
club workirg in different ways to protect God’s cieatures 
from utter annihilation. 

To-day you will find among those who love the cabin in 
the wilderness, the camp fire, the trusty gun and pliant rod, 
representatives of all professions, trades and occupations. 
There is, I confidently believe, implanted in the heart of 
every man by a wise Creator, a love for some certain 
branch of this wide field, which when followed tends to 
brighten and prolong life; and at this moment all over this 
broad land you will find ministers, statesmen, lawyers and 
poets, only waiting with lively anticipation for the time 
when, throwing aside every care and responsibility, they 
can hie away to favorite streams or woodland and take 
their fill of pure air, sweet rest, and exhilarating sport. 

The misanthropes and frowners down of legitimate 
sport are fast dying out; and, thanks to the healthy tone 
and unceasing efforts of such journals as Forest aND 
STREAM, the people now see that horse racing and prize 
fighting are not necessarily concomitants of it. Time 
was also when the dram bottle was as much a part of the 
gentleman sportsman’s outfit as his wad-cutter. This is 
happily changing with rapid strides, and I am glad to see 
your journal denounces it, and publishes articles proving 
conclusively that in the field the dram drinker lacks the en- 
durance and stay of him who confines his potations to the 
brook or spring. : 

In a word, all the abuses at-one time attendant upon and 
going hand in hand with the sportsman of the last genera. 
tion, are rapidly passing away. Some few lingering rem- 
nants of a corrupt and gross sportsmanship still remains, 
and yet I am confident that another decade will find them 
all swept away, and a pure healthy love for field sports ex- 
isting. What a glorious thing it will be when, all abuses 
done away with, the healthy, happy pursuits of field, for- 
est and stream, can be followed for their own sakes, and 
the joy they give! 

Contrary to the belief indulged by some, that in a few 
years all the game and fish will be swept from the land, 
and our fields and forests become a quiet wilderness in 


only by hundreds and thousands of miles of travel. Our 








Sporting Jlotes From Abroad. 


FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. 
es 
Lonpon, Jan. 22d, 187% 
T has sometimes occurred to me that in writing these 
letters I have givea too much prominence to accidents 
in the hunting field, without drawing reasonable compari- 
sion between casualities arising from this and other causes. 
Probably an ordinary London fog is accountable for as 
many mishaps in the way of bodily injuries as the entire 
hunting season, Unfortunately, however, in the one case 
the injured person is likely to be some one of note, and 
there are not wanting persons who from being bitterly op- 
posed to hunting, take every opportunity to parade such 
accidents as terrible examples to young men with a taste 
for following hounds. And it should Se borne in mind 
that those who hunt are numbered by the thousand, and 
after all the the casualities are no greater in proportion to 
those engaged than could-be compiled from the results of 
vailway or steamship travel. Indeed, if the statement 
which is made in Jren, a journal which should be correct, 
is true, in the year 1875 there were no less than 765 railway 
employees kilied in Great Britain and 3,618 injured. You 
cannot beat that in America, throwing the Aslitabula hor- 
ror in. 

It is most remarkable to a stranger the strong position 
which fox hunting ho!ds in this country. The farmer suf- 
fers his hen roost to be robbed in si:ence, or looks with 
equanimity upon broken fences or trampled fields, all for 
the love of sport, or from a consciousness that he cannot 
help himself. Itis true, however, that there is generally 
ahunt fund for the repairing of these dumages, but in 
many instances it must be quite inadequate. A man who 
would shoot a fox is a vulpicide, and to poison a hound 
merits hanging. Occasionally, however, a rough customer 
is met with who runs wire through his hedges; and of 
all the things to work mischief, this is the worst. Neither 
horse or rider can often see it and a sure fall is the result. 
If you receive the Sporting and Dramatic News you will see in 
a late issue of that capital publication a very spirited and 
speaking sketch entithd ‘‘Ware Wire,” which tells the 
whole story. Wire fencing has a most melancholy interest 
forme. Some years since while ranching in California I 
had occasion to fence in quite a large tract of Jand. 
Economy being an object, I hit upon a wire fence of five 
strands with solid posts and a single board on top. Lum- 
ber in sufficient quantity would have cost almost a King’s 
ransom, and lack of water made alive hedge an impossi- 
bility. For afew weeks my fence looked well, but in an 
unlucky moment a cariadaor band of mules strayed that 
way and with heads resting on the top board gazed pensive- 
ly at the barley just showing above ground. Then one old 
dun-colored feliow turned and kicked at the fence until he 
knocked the board off, and the whole band pressed and 
stumbled against the wire until it was. level. In vain I 
drove them oui and repaired the fence; bands of mustangs 
joined the mules and my wires were soon trailing in every 
direction over the plains. My crops were utterly distroyed 
and the only satisfaction I had from my fence was in pro- 
viding luxurious pasturage for several hundred worthless 
brutes and in providing every ranchwoman within twenty 
miles with galvanized wire clothes lines. 

A bona fide match has at last been made between O’Leary 
and Weston, and the articles are sigred. The match, 
which is for £500 a side is to come off in some covered 
building within five miles of Charing Cross, from April 2d 
to 7th, the winner to be he who walks the greatest distance 
in 143% consecutive hours. Agticultural Hall is named as 
a likely place for the match, and it is to be hoped that both 
men will come to the scratch fit and well, when a most ex- 
citing race will be the result. Weston has had his way 
about the music, and bands are to play from 5 a. m. until 
midnight under the direction of each man during alternate 
hours, except while either is sleeping, when no music is to 
be allowed. Nosuch match will have been walked since 
Capt. Barclay Allardice’s great 1,000 miles in 1,000 hour’s 
performance in June and July, 1809. It having been 
stated that the stakes in this match are the largest ever 
contended for, the Field gives the following instances when 
they have been exceeded :— 

“In the autumn of 1800 Mr. Fletcher, of Ballingshoe, 
undertook to run 60 miles in 14 hours. Time was backed 
by Capt. Barclay Allardice, who just lost the stakes, 
amounting to £5,250. In December of the same year the 
Captain undertook to cover 90 miles in 214 hours, fora 
stake of £1,020, and had to pay forfeit to Mr. Fletcher, as 
he went wrong during his training. Stakes amouuting to 
£4,020 were again contended for by Capt. Allardice in the 
spring of 1801, and he would have achieved the feat casily 
had not the umpire left the ground after he nad run 67 
miles out of the 90in 13 hours, when he inadveztenily 
took some bad brandy, and it was thought he would be un- 
able to proceed. On Nov. 10, 1801, Cupt. Allardice was at 
last successful, and ran 90 miles in 20h. 22min. 4sec., over 
a measured mile on the York and Hullroad. Mr. Fletcher 
again backed time, and the stakes were the largest ever 
contended for in a genuine pedestrian contest in this or any 
other country, their amount reaching the unprecedented 
sum of £10,500. At Brighton 1aces in 1807 Caps. Allardice 
won his great match with Abraham Wood, of Lancashire, 
the stakes being £1,050. Last of this quintette we come to his 
well-known 1,000 miles in 1,000,hours, for a stake of £2,100. 
In April, 1858, Capt. Lumley, of the 2d Life Guards, gave 
the Hon. T. H. G. Fermoy one mile start in a ten mile walk, 
but found himself overweighted. ‘The actual stakes were 
£1,000, though announced as £200 only. Oddly enough 
Weston’s present backer, Sir John Astley—then Col. Astley, 


of the Grenadier Guards—was umpire for Capt. Lumley; 
and W. Newman, of Camden Town (who finished fourth 
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ment last May) trained Mr. Fermoy. Many ladies of title 
and members of the aristocracy were present, and the 
match excited a deal of interst.” 

One of the most extensive and complete places of amuse- 
ment in the world, the Alexandra Palace and Park, is ad- 
advertised to be sold at auction on the 8th of February, 
under mortgage foreclosure. This immense establisment 
comprises 500 acres of land and cost the proprietors up 
wards of one million pounds sterling. ‘The main building 
occupies an area of seven acres, and the Grand Hall basa 
capacity for seating 12,000 visitors. Then there is a Con- 
cert Hall with 3,500 seats, a Conservatory, Reading Room, 
Egyptian and Moorish Villas, and a Theatre with seats for 
8,000. Bazaars, Picture Galleries and Dining Halls are 
also there. In the park there is a mile race course, with a 
trotting ring, a cricket ground of ten acres, Japanese vil- 
lage and a circus, and many more attractions and advan- 
tages too numerous to mention. If the late Geo. Robbins 
“of auction renown” was only still in the flesh, how he 
could have done justice to this sale. 

I observe that a Pullman Drawing Room Train is now 
runhiag daily between London and Brighton. I have not 
tried it yet, so cannot say whether the colored ‘‘porter,” 
who seems as part and parcel of a Pullman, has been sup- 
planted by a stiff English ‘‘guard.” The attraction at 
Brighton is the Aquarium, which is now in most success- 
fal operation. But people, even if they go to the Aqua- 
rium, are not compelled to louk at fishes alone; there is 
also something going on, a skating rink, or concert, or 
something of the kind. The lions at the Westminster 
Aguariums just pow, are three Mississippi Alligators. 

VAQUERO. 
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Mitey's GALLeRy.—A Tournament is now in Progress at 
this Brooklyn Gallery. The following are some of the best 
scores mades since the tournament opened on Jan. 22d:— 

Name. Total.j Name. Total. 
OT SO aero PG UME as sincscecn sees otus 41 
Col. B. E. Valentine os 
T. J. Mevabe. 
D. T. MeQuilian 
KF. H. Holon.... oe 
RRO ope tin seins ives vensecsn 


The following made targets ranging from 35 to 38: J. 
F. burns, Geo. Glendenning, Jas. Conners, E. R. Darveau, 
E. B. Ca-tner. 

Canapa.—A. match will beshot at Fisherville, Ont., to- 
day between the Amateur rifle team of that place and 
teams from Selkirk, Cheapside and North Cayuga (Ont.), 
a special prize to go to the vest score. Distance 10 and, 200 
yards. 
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THE DISTANCE AT WHICH GAME IS 
KILLED WITH THE RIFLE. 


Seat ag Se 
New Orveans, La., Jan. 29th, 1877. 
Epirvor ForEsT AND STREAM:— 

In the last number of your interesting paper is an article 
entitled ‘‘ An Old Rifieman on Rifle Shooting,” which con- 
tains some statements which call for a correction. The 
author -G. P. W.—isright in his remarks about the use- 
lessness of the present long-range shooting, either for the 
hunter or the soldier. Firing at 1,000 yards, at a target, 
with arifle with vernier sights, etc., may be a pleasant way 
to kill time, but it is utterly without use, as it neither fits 
a man to kill game, or to do his duty on the skirmish line. 

I must find fault though with one statement of G. P. W. 
Ile says ‘* one seldom shoots at a deer or turkey over 100 
yards, and usually within 50 yards.” Now had he quali- 
tied this by saying what kind of deer he referred to, and 
what part of the country he meant, it would have been all 
right. But as we bave several kinds of deer, and aiso the 
whole United States is not comprised by Florida, to which 
he refers (as an example of his hunting), or the land of 
Yankeeisms from which his article is dated, 1 must em- 
phatically deny this statement, as far as deer are concerned. 
in hunting on the plains and in the Rocky Mountain coun 
try—and the best big game hunting for the rifle, is west of 
tue Missouri, and not east of the Alleghenies. I have 
found that 100 yards was a short range compared to most 
of the distances at which game is killed. I have hunted 
deer from the Wind River Mountains in northwestern Wy- 
oming Territory to theextreme southwestern part of New 
Mexico, and my experience has been, that most of the deer 
1 have shot myself, or seen shot by others, were killed over 
100 yards, and many over 200 yards (measured, for always 
when I can, I pace off the distance). I refer more purticu- 
larly to black-tail deer, as the white-tail deer keep more in 
the timber, or in the thickets along the stream bottoms, 
and are therefore shot generally at shorter distances. 1 
mean the black-tail of the hunters in the Recky Moun- 
tain country (Cervis Macrovis) called by naturalists the mule 
deer, and not Gervis Covumbianus, the black-tail of the na- 
turalists, which is found farther west than the Rocky 
Mountains, (By the way, what impertinence and pre- 
sumption on the part of eastern naturalists to try and dic- 
late to us about the names of these deer, and to call the 
black-tail the mule deer, and the Columbia river deer the 
only true black-tail.) One of my rifles, which I used for 
hunting in the Far West, a Springfield, 50 cal. resighted, 
restocked, etc., by a western gunsmith, is so sighted that 
its point blank range is over 150 yards, as most of the 
game at which | used it, especially antelope, were shot 
trom 150 to 300 yards. The farthest I ever kiiled an elk 
dead, was 400 yards (which I paced). I huve seen many 
hunters on the plains have their rifles so sighted as to have 
a point blank of nearly 200 yards, thus making a very 
good rifle for antelope or elk. Elevating sights are an 
ubomination and a delusion, on a hunting rifle. I have 
killed black-ta:l deer that were twenty miles from the near- 
est timber. You would have had a nice time crawling up 
to ‘‘ within 50 yards” of them, Mr. G@.P. W. I mentioned 
the foregoing facts so as to show you that your statement 
as applying to the whole United States (and there’s noth- 
ing to show, in your article, that your statements are lim- 
ited to any one part of the country), is a gross error, and 
liable to mislead a beginner. 





in the great Agricultural Hall 24 hour’s walking tourna- 











FOREST AND STREAM. 


As a general rule, it may be said that a rife made in the 
east, is not fit for hunting on the plains til] it has been re- 
sighted and made over generally in the west. The eastern 
makers are so stubborn and ignorant about the wants of 
the hunters, that there are a number of gunsmiths in the 
frontier towns who make considerable money by getting 
the rifles from the eastern factories and then resighting 
them, and fixing them so they can be used tokill game, in- 
stead of being ornamental guns, fit for little else than tar- 
get shooting! The rifle shooting element of this country is 
to be found in the south and in the west. By rifle shoot- 
ing I mean the legitimate use of the rifle, which is for kill- 
ing game in hunting, or men in war, aud not fancy Creed- 
moor target popping. 

The New Englanders, as a people, have always been poor 
hands at rifle shooting. Bunker Hill was fought mostly 
with smooth bore ducking guns, and it was not till the 
Virginian ‘* buck-tails” came up under Washington to the 
siege of Boston, that the rifle commenced to play an im- 
portant part in the war. ‘These Virginians were not only 
a terror to the British, on account of their fine shooting, 
but were.a cause of wonder and also of jealousy to the 
Yankees. The Virginians were hunters and the Yankees 
Sarmers, and the ill-will which existed between the two 
sections (north and south) even as far back as that time, 
broke out into a fight, which, had it not been stopped by 
Washington at the outset, might have proved very fatal to 
the Ameritan cause. After the war was_ over, 
and the country was getting settled, and _ the 
game driven away, the rifle was used less and less in New 
England, until it became to the great mass of the people 
an unknown weapon. Not so in the south, for there it was 
the companion and friend of all. The hunter and the 
frontiersman depended on it, while the planter (who, like 
the English country gentleman, was used from his boy- 
bood, to all kinds of manly field sports), used it for his 
pleasure. The consequence is, that if the Southern States 
the rifle is used, and well used for’ squirrel, turkey, deer, 

and bear hunting; though in the swampy parts of many of 

the Southern States the deer are run with hounds, and shot 
from ‘‘ stands” on their ‘trun-ways” with buck shot; 
yet often the rifle is used even then, and it takes shooting to 
hit a deer with arifle going full speed amongst the live 
oaks. In the Far West, and in the Territories, the rifle of 
course is the weapon, many of the old hunters having the 
greatest contempt for a shot gun. IlowcoLaH. 

ot 

CAL'FoRNIA.—San Francisco claims to have the finest 
gallery inthe world, the ‘‘Forest,” kept by Hentz & Car- 
son. The gallery is 175 feet long by 60 feet wide, divided 
into three ranges, viz., 200, 500, and 1,000 yards, the whole 
mude so as to represent beautiful groves, with blue sky 
and green swards. Attached are parlors, reading and 
spectators’ rooms. The rifles used are Remington .22 cal. 
Creedmoor rules are, strictly carried out. The shooting 
done can hardly be excelled. For instance, Mr. E. P. Mi- 
ners the other day in 2 match made 48, Mr. Frank Meagher, 
47, Mr. J. H. Campbell and A. H. Hentz, 46, all off-hand, 
200 yards reduced to 150 feet. Does that not compare fa- 
vorably with the-best on record? At 500 yards, 47 and 48 
have frequently been made, till Mr. Hentz scored a full 
score, 50, or even better, had it not been for a defeetive 
cartridge, which gave him a 2 and 14 bullseyes in succes- 
sion—72 out of a possible 75. The following are some 
of the scores madé last Saturday for the weekly gallery 
medal :— 

Name. Total.| Name. Total 
J. S. Camphell........ ..45|Chas, L. Breton.. A 
John Robertson. 4i'J. Gallagher... . 
E. H. Willet...... ; 44\Capt. R. H. Orto 
Chas. Nach.........: 2 2-48] 

And no less than 20 competitors made 42. Should any 
team wish to shoot for the championship of the United 
State gallery shooting they can get accommodated. 


Game Bag and Gun. 


GAME IN SEASON IN FEBRUARY. 


Deer, Wild Turkey, Woodcock, Quail, Snipe, and Wild Fowl. 






‘is taken in the loading. In allusion to the central shoot- 
ing of the choke-bore, Mr. G. should have mentioned how 
it renders necessary a higher quality of filed barrels, which 
of course must be an advantage if only the encouragement 
of a better class of workmanship; four-fifths of the plain 
guns are entirely unfit for choke-bore through their being 
pulled together in the center to make them look better, but 
at the same time making them shoot out at forty yards 
from six to twelve inches. This I consider is one of the 
reasons that some in getting a gun chuked are woefully dis- 
appointed in the execution of their gun after it has been 
done. A competent gunmaker should be able to teil 
whether a pair of barrels are good enough to introduce the 
choke with success, or else alter them to shoot straight. 
‘There are many guns which are much better without being 
choked from this cause alone. At page 129 Mr. G. gives 
what he considers the difference scientifically of the choke- 
vores performance and that of open bored guns; he urges 
that a contraction at the breech bas much more tendeucy 
to jam or compress the shot than the same contraction at 
the muzzle, and this through the necessary displacement 
of the column of air in the barrel. Now this is in my esti- 
mation an error. This column of air business has acted 
too Jong as a “‘bogey”’ in the Greener family, and ull based 
through some sipgle experiment of a negative kind by Mr. 

W. Greener himself. To confute this, I ask anyone to 
make the following simpic experiment: After the powder 
and shot has been loaded, put on lightly the top wad and 
witness the result after shooting. Not a mark gives evi- 

dence that no great obstacle or pressure has been exercised 
upon the top wad, and which it would be impossible to 
avoid did any great pressure as that suggested by Greener 
operate in the barrel. ‘Take some more cartridges and put 

pressure with the loader of twenty-five to thirty pounds 

upon the top wad; take the wads of one or two aud sce 

how much they are marked and then fire the remainder, 

and little perceptible difference, if any, will be observed 

between the fired and untired wads, showing that this 

column of air which has been doing suc service in the 

gun trade for so many years is of a much more imaginable 

character than actual reality. 

Mr. G. additionally says that the choke-bore throws more 
of the outside shots into the center. Now, | contend, that 
the effect prouuced upon the shot at the muzzle by the 
contraction, is just the same us that before produced in the 
old system at the breech, but at the muzzle it is at a more 
effective place, combined with the additiona/ advantage of 
preventing the powder wads from disturbing the shot after 
its last conesion, and here we have the element of advant- 
age in the choke-bore. Let me firstly take the old system 
of boring, when by opening the breech the shot would ne- 
cessarily occupy shorter Jength and greater in diameter than 
the barrel further on; iu its course of progress the com- 
pression which must ensue before the back part of the 
shot can overcome the inertia of the forward purtion, and 
additionally the compression through the smal er portion 
of the barrel gave certain cohesive ability between pel'et 
and pellet, which if not disturbed by a too heavy charge 
of powder which would unavoidably disintegrate it on 
leaving the muzzle, would proceed with fair closeness up 
to the target. The freeing at the muzzle was done know- 
ing that, us portions of the shot if not in some cases all 
would partially separate to lead on to the target pellets which 
at the first moment of disintegration would Le furced out 
to all sides. Tne results of this plan of boring are tou 
well Known to require comment. But let us now to the 
choke-bore. At the starting of the charge the same inertia 
has to be overcome, therefore its first cohesion assisted also 
by the barrel being a little smaller than inside of cartridge 
case. lt must nou be forgotten that all the difference in 
diameters is not Jost in the shot being compressed to that 
extent, some of the difference of diameter being lost in the 
surface of the lead being abraded down; in other words, 
leading being the result. It now comes tothe muzzie 
choke where its final compression takes place, the shot 
emerging as a cobesive mass of pellets. Let us trace the 
exit of the hindmost wadding; the force behind it has been 
powerful enough to force it with its charge of shot in front 
through the choke; it itself comes to the same obstruction, 
and is retarded in its exit more than in the old system; 
however slight, it is enough to afford the shot going on- 
wards upon its own behaif. In vindication of this posi- 
tion, | wuuld draw attention to the tact that two waduings 
between the powder and the shot in being a still greater 
barrier to its sudden exit after the shot, gives higuer re- 
sults upon the target. Now, again, Mr. G. puts torward 
that the advantage in using chilled shot is, that they suffer 
less change on the outside pellets, which in the case of soft 
shot are quite mis-shapen in their transit throngh the 
barrel, and carry up better in consequence to the target. 
1 would like it to be understood that it is not all the out- 
side pellets of the charge that are lost. Mr. Mortimer and 
myself instituted a series of experiments, and found that 
the front part, more particularly the outside of that is unac- 
counted for; indeed the target seems to receive that 
part of the shot which would in appearance represent a 
truncated or stumpy cone, the cone portion finishipg hulf- 
way down the charge, and this seemed to be the case uc- 
cording to the density or lightness of the front wadding. 
Snots that fall before reaching the targets are largely com- 
posed of other pellets than those which form the outside 
of the charge,and one would judge fiom their appearance of 
compression that the superticies of shot next the powder 
wad through their cohesion with the same wad separate 
from the general body of shot. The outside pellets will in 
many cases be picked forty and fifty yards beyond the 
target; the specitic gravity of wadding being less than shot, 
We can readily imagine how that the force imparted in the 
barrel to the front wad the instant it leaves the gun fails 
in momentum and operates as a retarding influence, and 
exercises an injurious effect upon the onward progress of 
the foremost pellets. So itis that it being inuispensable 
to have a wad on top of shot.to keep it in proper position 
in the cartridge, it is best to have it as light as possible, 
and which experience tells us is the case. It will be con- 
tended that as cohesion is thus an element in choke-bore, 
how. is it that hard shot, less liable to cohesion, gives in 
some cases better results? 1t must not be forgotten that in 
chilled shot less deterioration of the outside pellet does 
take place, but still it has had to go through the choke; 
then the difference of diameter must almost totally have 
been lost in compressing the shot into its smallest diameter; 
and let anyone take the chilled shot after firing, and they 
will find that ttiough hard, compression manifesis itself on 
almost all the pellets, the foremost ones escaping almost 
scathless. It is upon this part of the subject and matters 
pertaining, that Mr. Greener could have expended more 




































































































































Capt. Bocarpus IN CALiForNnIA.—A San Francisco 
correspoudent of prominence, in whom we have every con- 
fidence, writes to us that Capt. Bogardus is having some 
trouble in his matches, and is out in an article in the 
Chronicle, Ue says:— 

“‘T witnessed his shooting, and also heard some remarks, 
which [ confess had the effect to turn my sympathies en- 
tirely in his favor. Californians claim that their quail are 
the most difficult birds in the world to shoot on the wing, 
and say thata man trained to shoot them can beat any 
eastern gunner, and they were bound to beat the gallant 
Captain by fair means or foul.” 

The record of Capt Bogardus throughout his profession- 
al career, both here and in England, has been that of such 
a ‘“‘square” man that the fact of any misunderstanding 
whatever in his California matches somewhat surprised 
us. We observe that in one of his matcbes he challenged 
a bird on the ground of the shooter’s gun being above his 
elbow, and the referee giving a verdict in his favor, his 
opponent left the ground and abandoned the match. Ina 
“money” match he was perfectly justified in insisting 
upon a strict observance of the rules. As for the Califor- 
nia quail being the most difficult bird in the world to kill 
on the wing, it is perfect nonsense. They are no more 
difficult to kill, if as much so, as our quail, and are usual- 
ly killed in perfectly open ground, whereas a large pro- 


portion of our birds are killed in close cover. 
— i Oo 
CHOKE-BORED GUNS. 
——__+>—__— 
PART SECOND. 











































Greener urges that with his system and by regularity of 
boring he gets over uneven shooting, negativing the notion 
that such fault lies in the cartridge. Now this is attempt- 
ing to prove too much; in his hurry to get every one to 
patronize St. Mary’s Works to get an even shooting gun, 
he entirely ignores the effect which unequally loaded cart- 
ridges produce, Now there cannot be any question that 
there are some methods by which guns can be bored that 
betrays less the result of an improperly loaded cartridge, 
but still can never give anything like regularity unless care 
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labor, instead of which a matter of some fifty to sixty 
pages are all he dedicated out of a book which contains 
some two hundred and fifteen to that portion which we are 
most interested upon. Mr. G. puts it forward that he has 
fired more trial shots than any other six makers, and still 
to find that one so well suited to give exhaustive trials 
should give to the public a book with such meager results 
seems past comprehension. It wovld be well to notice that 
trial shots are not alone wanted so much as clearness of 
perception and observation at every change and result, 
which must necessarily ensue when such trials are going 
on, and judging from the book I am inclined to doubt this 
assumption on his part. D. KirkKwoop. 


Toronto Gun CLuB.—At the last meeting of the Toronto 
Gun Club, held at their rooms Jan. 25th, the following 
gentlemen were duly elected officers for the current year: 
B. Moore, President; J. Taylor, Vice President, re-elected ; 
J. Morrison, Secretary and Treasurer; Executive Commit- 


tee, E. Perryman, W. Loudon, W. Bugg, A. McGregor; 
Auditors, G: Wright and R. Morrison; Taxidermist, Sam 


Herring. 
The Kennel. 


—Mr. S.B. Dilly, of Lake City, Minn., claims the name 
of Countess for his white and liver ticked pointer gyp, 
whelped Feb., 1876, by Shot out of Countess; Royal Fan 
for one similarly whelped Oct., 1875, by Ranger out ot 
Dolly; Flirt for a liver and white gyp whelped Sept., 1876, 
by Kanger out of Fan, and Don for a white and liver 
ticked dog, whelped Nov., 1875, by Ranger out of Queen. 

The above notice being addressed to our late Kennel Ed- 
itor was overlooked by him. 

_———— 

—Mr. Ethan Allin, of Pomfret Center, Conn., writes us 
that his setter gyps, Chum and Cosey, have each whelped 
a litter of puppies by J. T. Brown’s dog Boss, also bred by 
Mr. Allin. Chum had four dogs and two gyps, ard Cosey 
three dogs and two bitches; all doing well. 

—_—_»0———__—__ 


—The Westminster Kennel Club’s gyp Whisky, whelped 
on the 3ist ult. seven puppies, all gyps, by Sensation. Three 
were black and white and four lemon and white. Five of 
them will be spayed and offered for sale at six weeks old. 

—_—_——~<e_____ 


—Passengers for the south will bear in mind that on the 
steamers of the Old Dominion Line they are allowed to 
carry one dog free of charge, and that if they have more 
the tariff is very light. 

———___—_<9 6 g——__—____—_ 
—And now they talk of having a Bench Show of Dogs 


in San Francisco, Cal. 
$$$ ____—- 


—Mr. L. 8. Smith’s Field Trial setter bitch Dart, visited 
his Leicester January 20th. 
ei 
“‘CounTEss.”—We have received the following letter 
from Mr. 8. B. Dilly, of Lake City, Minn., owner of the 
fine pointer Ranger. Will Mr. Gillespie please notice?— 
‘In published list, Kenne! Register, I see the name of 
Countess, liver and white pointer, owned by R. H. Gilles- 
pie, Stamford, Conn, I claimed that name for my white 
liver and ticked pointer bitch, whelped Feb., 1876, said 
claim being made in Chicago Field, Dec. 20th, 1876. Pre- 
vious to thattime the same name was sent to your paper, 
same as the Field, but failed, I doubt not from some good 
cause, to appear. If Mr. Gillespie will show prior claim 
to that name I will cheerfully surrender it; if not, I hope 
with due courtesy he will concede itto me. By inserting 
this in your paper you will greatly oblige a respector of 
nomenclature.” 8. B. Ditty. 
a 


Doa Boxes AND ExPrREss CuarGcEs.—A correspondent 

sends us the following communication on this subject :— 
PHILADELPHIA, January 29th, 1877. 

Not having seen in print the following device for the 
comfort of dogs shipped in boxes, [ will give it for the 
benefit of those who do not know of it. Itis simply to cuta 
round, or better, an oval hole in the lid ef the box large 
enough for the dog to get his head out. It tends greatly to 
the dog’s comfort and contentedness, besides making it 
more convenient for the Express Messenger to feed and 
water him. In regard to the extravagant rates charged by 
Express Companies for dog transportation, I am glad to see 
your patrons ventilating the subject. 

For game shipped from the west, the charges, if paid 
upon arrival at destination, will be found to be not less than 
thirty-three per cent. more than if prepaid. ThisI have 
experienced in three instances. The expianation lies in 
the fact that the companies charge lcal rates over each 
express line that the shipmeni passes, instead of their one 
through rate, 

It isa mean advantage to take of a consignee ignorant of 
the intricacies of the express system. ‘The practice, if em- 
ployed by any business house would, shortly swamp it. It 
shows that if a consignment be made to them without a 
prepaid agreement, that usurious interest will be charged 
for the confidence placed in them. The companies of 
course can defend themselves from the charge of i imposi- 
tion by tables of rates that cover every case, but the fault 
will remain the same whether their explanation be “special 
rate,” *‘game rate,” ‘‘through rate,” or ‘local rate”; that 
to deposit game in Chicago, St. Louis, or other western 
city, with an Express Company, for shipment to the east 
without pre-paying, or contracting for the rate of the 
same, will cost whoever pays for it from one-third to two- 
fifths more than if prepaid or bargained for in advance. 
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THE KENNEL STUD BOOK. 
tlic eae 
Sr. Louis, Mo., February 1st, 1877. 
Eprtor Forest AND STREAM.— nate 
‘The National American Kennel Club are about to take 
immediate steps towards publishing a Kennel Club Stud” 





FOREST AND STREAM. 
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Book. I am aware that you have contemplated publishing 
a book of similar character, and haye received pedigrees 
for registering in the proposed stud book. -I know of 
nothing more suicidal to the best interests of fine bred 
dogs, or more unsatisfactory to the public who are inter- 
ested in dogs, than the publication of two such books. I 
have no doubt that in the course of time the National 
Kennel Club Stud Book will be considered the authority, 
but the publication of twostud books would now only result 
in confusion and dissatisfaction. For harmony sake, let us 
rise above sectional jealousy, if there be any, and please 
remember that the sportsmen of the country take no 
interest in quarrels between the sporting papers, in Kennel 
Club Stud Books, or any other matters. 

I think you will agree with me, that the sportsmen of the 
country 1equire but one stud book, and that one should 
be recognized as authority by all. That being the case, 1 
have the following proposition to make as a member of 
the Committee for the publication of the stud book for 
the National American Kennel Club. But please under- 
stand that what I propose is my individual plan, made 
without authority, but which I believe would be acceded 
to by the other members of the Comwmittee. We propose 
to take the pedigrees you have received for reyistration, 
and treat them in the same manner that we do those pub- 
lished by the Chicago Field, 7. ¢., investigate their genuine- 
ness, and if found correct publish them in the Kennel 
Clb Stud Book, and charge for such registration the sum 
of $1 forthe first dog registered by any person or firm, 
and fifty cents for each additional dog registered by the 
same per:on or firm. [f anybody has offered to publish 
the Kennel Ciub Stud Book and not charge for the registra- 
tion of pedigrees, they have done so without any au- 
thority so far as my knowledge extends. Hoping that the 
above plan will meet with your approval, [ am yours 
truly, E. C. STERLING, 

Member Ex. Com. N. A. Kennel Club. 

[We are glad to receive Mr. Sterling’s letter. We have 
always said that when any responsible body or corporation 
would take hold of the publication of a general Kennel 
Stud Book, we would hand over the result of our labors to 
be incorporated with theirs. There appears, however, to 
be an insurmountable objection to the proposition which 
Mr. Sterling makes. When we first propdsed establishing 
a Kennel Register we charged a fee of $1 for each pedi- 
gree registered. The object of this was to form the 
nucleus of a fund which would assist in paying the ex- 
penses attendant upon the publication of the book. 
Shoitiy atterwards the Chicago Field announced that the 
Kennel Club would publish a stud book, and that the 
pedigree to be entered in it would be received at that office 
and published without charge, the inference being that 
they would be published in the stud book free also, In 
this way doubtless many hundreds of pedigrees which 
would have otherwise come to this office went to the Field, 
and we were obliged to abandon the charge of « dollar for 
registration. The difliculty we see is this. Having agreed 
to receive and publish in book form these pedigrees without 
any fee, how can we turn them over to the National Ameri- 
can Kennel Club to be published in their book, and ex- 
pect the owners to pay that organization the fee de- 
manded? 

We have a proposition to make, however, than which 
nothing can be fairer. The N. A. K.C. desires a fee be- 
cause they cannot risk a loss which might ensue from the 
publishing of the book. We will assume that risk our- 
selves, and the proposition which we have to make is that 
the National American Kennel Club turn over to us prop 
ctly authenticated, all the pedigrees which have appeared 
in the Cuicago Field (excepting those already in our pos- 
session), and we will issue the stud bovk without charging any 
REGISTRATION fee whatever Fhe business of this corpora- 
tion is not confined to publishing a newspaper; it isa Pub- 
lishing Company, and our charier authorizes us to under- 
take any such work. As to those pedigrees now in hand, 
we will see that each one is correct before publication, and 
to thisend we have acce pted the kindly volunteered services 
of Mr. F. R Ryér, a gentleman who bas made canine pedi- 
grees a study, and who is thoroughly posted upon those of 
both foreign and domestic dogs. We would say to our 
readers that the publication of our Register has been de- 
ferred in anticipation of some arrangement by which but 
one would be published. If the N. A. K. C. accept our 
proposition we will commence work immediately .—Eb. | 

ee oo 


Tue Cedar Rapips Bencu SHow.—A Bench Show of 
Dogs was held at Cedar Rapids, lowa, from January 23d 
to 26th. Notwithstanding that it was the first ever held 
in this locality the show was a great success. The follow- 
ing is a list of the principal prize wiuners :— 

Cass 1.—Champion Clase. For the best setter in the show of any 
breed premium cup, vaiue, $30. J. H. Whitman, Chicago, (red Irish 
setter, Ranger.) 

Lass 2 —Imported or native English English setters or their progeny 
(over l year old. Dogs.—ist, H. O. Bradley, Cedar Rapias, (Grouse); 


e 
2d, W. if Brooks, Cedar Rapids, (Grouse); 3d, G. W. Kierstead, La 


Porte, Ind.. (Bob). Bitches—1et, H, Waterhouse, Cedar Rapids, (Nelly); 
2d, A. C. Taylor, Cedar Rapids, (Jessie); 3d, Green Batler, Cedar 
Rapids, (Fannie). 

Duass 3.— Imported or native Irish setters, or their progeny, over one 
year oid, $5. Dogs--ist, J. H. Whitman’s (Ranger); No 2or3, 
Biches—J. H. Whitman’s (Gypsie); 2d, Low & Vincent, Kes 
Des Moines, Ia., (Gypsie); 34, Geo. Waddington, Geneva, Ia., (Ruby). 

Cxass 4.--Imported or Native Gordon Setters or their progeny (over 1 
year old). 8 -1st Lowe & Vincent, (Rolfe); 2d, Gee. Waddington, 
(Rock); 3d, - 8. Roush, Epworth, lowa, (frank), Bitches—ist, 
Lowe & Vincent (Gypsy). 

Cuiass 5.—Pointers (over 1 year old.) Dogs—ist, T. A. Wilcox, Cedar 
Rapids, (Prince); 2, Jonn H. Law, Cedar Rapids, (Chip); 3d, H. N. 
Smythe, Des Moines, Iowa, (Sport). Bifches—ist, 8. B. Fleek, Cedar 
Rapids, (Fly); no 2d award; 34, L Hancock, Cedar Rapids. 

Crass 6.— Water spaniels (over 1 year old). Dogs—1st,8. B Fleek, 
Cedar Raj ids (Dick); 2d.J Cobden (Frank); 3d, Pope & Bellan (Sport). 
ee A. C.'Taylor (Duck); 2d, Frank Gregor, Cedar Rapids, 

ag). 

Cxass 7.—-Hounds—1. John H. Law, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, (Wrangler, 
ae aud w, imported); 2. J. Cobden, Cedar Kupids, (Prince, brindle 
and w). 

Cuass 12.—For best setter pup, of any stock except those bred from 
imported English sire or dam under! year ald, 1. J. H. Whitman, 
(Rob). 2. G. 8. Roush, (Frank II by Ranger) 

C€1.ass 13,.--For best pointer pup (under i year old).- -1. Pope & Bellau, 
Cedar Rapids Gany: . B- F. Mills, Cedar Rapias (Gyp). 

—For best English etter pup dog or bitch (over 6 and under 
12 months oid, bred from imported sire and dam), Geo, Waddington, 
Geneva, lows, (Daisy), 


‘*’salmon i 


FLORIDA : ILLUSTRATED wiTH CutTs.—This is not the 
title, though it would do very well as such, of an excecd- 
ingly clever travesty upon the much exaggerated and 
widely promulgated delights of Florida, as seen through 
the experiences of three nice young men who undertook a 
winter’s sojourn among the fleas and flowers. Some of the 
designs, which are done in colors, are unique and very or- 
iginal. They wonld do credit to a master of travesty, and 
we have no doubt, if reproduced and published would find 
a wide-spread popular demand. Little conception can he 
obtained of the brochure unless the text be read in juxta- 
position with the drawings that illustrate the various situ- 
ations. It certainly does not lack the spice of variety and 
adventure. Man dwindles to insignificance of size, in 
comparison with the flies, beetles, and creeping things 
which find prominence and point in the narrative. 

oo eo 

—Mr. Henry N. Merriam, of Canada, sendsus a circular 
se tting forth the merits of a universal oil which clcans 
guns, prevents rust, and cures deafness, stiff joints, rheum- 
atism, mumps, and scarlet fever. Ye gocs! 


Sea and River Fishing. 
FISH IN SEASON IN FEBRUARY. 


SOUTHERN WATERS 

Pompano, 7rachynotus carolinus. Grouper. Epinephelpus nigritus. 
Drwm—two species. Family Scien- Trout (black ba:s) Cenlropiotris at- 

ide. rarius. 
Kingfish, Menticirrus nebulosus. Striped bass or Rockfish, Roccus 
Sea Bass, Scicenops ocellatus. tineatus. 
Sheepsnead, Arciosargus probato- Tuilortish, Pomatomus saltatriz. 

cephalus. Black Bass, Micropterus suimoides; 
Snapper, Lu(janus carze. M. nigricans. 

enticnveidpeaimainion 








Fish iv MARKET.—Since our last report was written our 
fish markets have been abundantiy supplied, and prices 
have been low. Our quotations for the week are as fol- 
lows:—Striped bass 20 cents per pound; smelis, 15 to 20 
cents; bluefish, 15 cents; salmon (frozen), 30 cents; Califor- 
nia, 20 cents; shad (southern), 35 cents each; white percn, 
15 cents; Spanish mackerel, 75 cents per pound; whiie 
perch, 18 cents; green turtle, 22 cents; terrapin, $15 per 
dozen; frostfish, 8cents per pound; halibut, 18 cents; had- 
dock, 7 cents; codfish, 10 cents; blackfish, 15 cents; fluun- 
ders, 12 cents; eels, 18 cents; lobsters, 10 cents; sheepshead, 
15 cents; scoliops, $1.50 per gallon; whitefish, 18 cents per 
pound; pickerel, 20 cents; salmon trout, 15 cents; hard shell 
crabs, $3 50 per 100; soft crabs $1.25 per dozen; red snap- 
pers, 18 cents per pound. 

Messrs. Holberton & Beemer have received so many in- 
quiries since our notice of Jan. 18th about their new Flv 
Book, that they have thought it worth their while to have 
a cut made and advertise it in our paper this week (which 
see). All anglers who have used the book speak of it m 
the most flattering manner. 

—About three years ago the Greene Fishing Club, of 
Greene, N. Y., stocked the Round Lake with salmon pro- 
cured from Mr. Seth Green, and on Saturday, the 2d of 
January, Mr. Murates Beach, while fishing there tnrough 
the ice for pickerel, took a salmon that was 19 inches long, 
9 inches in circumference at the largest part, and weighed 
3 pounds and 2 ounces. Anglers look for some fine sport 
next summer. 


—D. G. Smith, Esq., editor of the Miramichi (Canada) 
Advance, has been devoting much space lately to fish mat- 
ters, for which he thus excuses himself to his readers: — 


“This is a fish and lumber country, which accounts for 
the fact that our columns have been lumbered with fish 
matters for the past month.” 


—Three shad for twenty-five cents last week in Jackson- 
ville market. 


MOVEMENTS OF THE FisHinc FLEET.—The number of - 
fishing arrivals reported the past week has been 14. one 
from Newfoundland, three from Grand Menap and 10 from 
the Banks and Georges. The Bank fleets have met with 
good success, the receipts for the week being about 400,000 
pounds codfish and 95,000 pounds halibut. ‘The receipis of 
fresh herring for the week have been about 600,000 from 
New Brunswick and one salt fare from Newfoundiand. 
The stock of fish of all kinds on this market is very light, 
and as the supply on other markets is small the prospect 
for good prices the coming season is quite encouraging. — 
Cape Ann Advertiser, Feb, 3d. 

em 0 
SALMON FISHING AT AND NEAR SAN 


FRANCISCO, 
Epitor Forest AND STREAM:— 

I have for several years lately posted you concerning our 
young salmon fishing on Oakland Wharf, within an hour’s 
reach from our city. This enjoyable and remarkable pis- 
catorial bonanza still continues in a flourishing condition, 
as many, probably, as 150 grilse being taken per day by 
the market fishermen and the rod anglers together. They 
are running rather larger in size than when I last wrote 
you, about six week since, averaging now about a pound 
each, some few being tuken from two to nine pounds in 
weight. 

The weather has been, and still is, most favorable for 
out-of door sports of every kind here, there having been no 
rain for 56 days to present date. The atmosphere, too, has 
been, and remains quite mild and very pleasant, with only 
a few light white frosts early in the morning. But all this 
continuance of drought and personal enjoyment is ut ihe 
expense, of course, of ourimportant staple crops, It i: 
unprecedented in the history of the State, so far back as 
records go, for such a !ong period in the winter season to 
pass without rain. But some years, 1850 and 1851, for ir- 
stance, some rain fell in October, but not again till the tol- 


lowing March. If a. be blessed with abundant 
bi 





showegs Within the next"}wo weeks, there is no evidence 
that the country will suffér very seriously. Plenty of rain 
also walla probably ge mavy more and much largeg 


our rivers and bays, 
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FOREST AND STREAM. 






































































































pecially the former, at Pescadero. 


on the grounc that there are no such fish, scientifically spea 


fine and imprisonment is the penalty for their violation, 


laws, E. J. Hoover. 





Bachting and Boating. 


HIGH WATER. FOR THE WEEE. 
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Tue Ice Yacut Haze.—Slee Brothers of Poughkeepsie, 
have sent us a very fine picture of Mr. Aaron Innis’ new 
ice yacht Haze, with Richard Knight, its sailing master at 
the helm. 

—Mr. Irving Grinnell’s ice yaeht ‘‘ Whiff” made one mile 
and one eighth in 55 seconds on Wednesday of last week, 
during a heavy squall. 

Boston Yacut Cius.—The annual meeting of this club 
was held at the Parker House on the 31st ulto. The fol- 
lowing oflicers were elected for the present year:—Com- 
modore, Arthur Cheney; Vice Commodore, F. H. Peabody; 
Rear Commodore, Andrew Robeson; Secretary, Thomas 
Dean; Treasurer, Augustus Russ; Measurers, D. J. Lawier 
and J. B. Smith; Trustees, §. D. Nickerson, Thomas Man- 


ning, Benjamin Dean. 
Regatta Committee, Coolidge Barnard, Frank E. Pea- 
hody, E. Chase Dean, Roscoe P. Owen and Clarence W. 


Jones. 

Membership Committee, Commodore Arthur Cheney 
and Secretary Thomas Dean, ez-officio, A. C. Martin, Chas. 
E. Russ, William Sewall Whitney. 

House Committee. Commodore Arthur Cheney, ez officio, 
D. B. Curtis, Chas. E. Russ. 

Commodore Cheney modestly accepted the position to 
which he is re-elected, and affirmed his interest in the sci- 
ence of yachting. : 

Ex-Commodore Benj. Dean and Nathaniei G. Herreshoff 
of Bristol, R. I., were clected honorary members. 

The Treasurers report having been found satisfactory, 
and the House Committee having also reported, Capt. 
Phillips made a suggestion that the sailing rules be amend- 
ed so that schooners should not be obliged to sail against 
sloops in the first class, the rule now reading all yachts of 
and above 38 feet measurement belonging to the first_class, 
That subject will also be presented at the next meeting. 
The new club books show that there are now three steam- 
ers, seventeen schooners and forty-five sloops owned in the 
club, and that the roll of membership includes nearly 
three hund:ed names. It is expected that this coming sea- 
son new and interesting featuresin yachting will be de- 
veloped by the club. 

Alter tue meeting the members received an informal in- 
vitation to an elegant dinner, from the Commodore, Mr. 
Cheaey, and the good time was kept up until 8 o’clock in 
thejevening. As the company warmed tothe interest of the 
occasion, jokes and ready wit, followed by repartee, kept 
them in laughter the most of the evening. The famous 
actor, Mr. John McCulloch, (introduced by Com. Cheney) 
held the Sattention of the company, by two recitations, 
which received loud applause. 

On motion of Ex-Com. Dean, the privileges of the club 
was tendered to Mr. McCulloch during his stay in Béston. 
The company broke up with the familiar e's 


juang Syne.” 











The places where there is now excellent grilse and sal- 
mon fishiag about 100 miles by steamboats, rail, and stage 
from San Francisco, are the Butano and Pescadero creeks, 
near the town of Pescadero, on our south, and Russian 
river up on our north coast; Here anglers may revel in the 
capture of this species of the Salmo family to their hearts 
content, and with the fly, as well as with bait fishing, es- 


At the last meeting of the Sportsmen’s Club; an interest- 
ing report was submitted by Mr. Preston (the Club’s attor- 
ney), on the result of the trial of several parties recently 
arrested at Pescadero for fishing in tne Butano Creek with 
seines and nets, and therewith catching ‘‘salmon trout” as 
they are termed by many. The case, which was tried by 
a fjury who disagreed, ;will come up on a new trial soon. 
The Club prosecuted through Mr. Preston. The point 
mainly in dispute involves the proper classification of the 
salmon family, it being contended that the fish caught by 
the defendants were not “salmon trout” ipso facto. To 
this last opinion I fully agree, knowing that we have 
as many, probably, eight varieties at least, of the true sal- 
mon on our coast. One kind is exactly similar to the com- 
mon Sacramento and San Joaquin salmon, (the most com- 
mon south of Mendocino county,) with the exception of 
having almost completely a square tail and a considerably 
rounded and rather snubby point of the head or nose. This 
sort is found mostly on the southern coast about Monterey, 
and is sometimes seen in our markets about August or 
September. It is occasionaly, but rarely, taken on Oakland 
Wharf among the Sacamento grilse. 1 question very much 
if we have any fish here distinct enough in form, color, 
silvery whiteness and character, to be properly called a 
“salmon trout.” In fishing for salmon with nets, or bait, 
(with a rod), large, as well as small brook trout, and possi- 
bly at times Lake Tahoe trout, are taken out of season, and 
this cannot be avoided should these fish become fastened in 
the net, or caught by swallowing a hook. I think it will 
be finally decided that the defendants spoken of in the 
above named law suit will be acquitted, and that quite justly, 


ing as ‘‘salmon trout” in California, if in any other part of 
the world, as stated in the Pacific Life, the laws of California 
are very stringent as to the preservation of all kinds of 
game, and, I believe, are generally put in force. A heavy 
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Micaiean.—The Coming Regatta of Amateur Oarsmen — 
Our Detroit correspondent sends us the following items of 
interest regarding boating in that vicinity:—‘‘The Detroit 
River Navy, composed of the Detroit, Excelsior, Zephya, 
Wautaga, Centennial, and Chatanooga clubs are hard at 
work preparing for the next regatta of the National Asso- 
ciation of Amateur Oarsmen, to be held in thiscity August 
15th and 16th. Ne means will be left undone to make the 
regatta a britliant success. It is also proposed to hold the 
next Northwestern Amateur Rowing Association in Detroit. 
The proposition meets with general favor. The Regatta 
Committee, to take charge of the National Regatta is com- 
posed of H. E. Buermayer,New York, J. R. Stevens, Sagi- 
naw City, and H. W. Garfield, Albany, N. Y. An effort 
is being made by the Detroit barge crews to induce the 
National Association to include barge races in the next regat- 
ta programme. There is no other city in the Union where 
barge racing is made so much a speciality by ae: 

OVER, 


New Yor« Yacut Cius,—The annual meeting of this 
club was held on the ist inst. and the ticket as printed in 
our last issue was elected without any opposition. The 
following words were added to Article IX. of the constitu. 
tion:—‘‘But no owner, by reason of owning more than one 
yacht, shall be entitled to more than one vote.” 

The subject of club houses was referred to a committee 
of five, who wili report at a special meeting to be held on 
the evening of the 15th inst. Four new members were 
elected. 


YALE AND CoRNELL.—At a meeting of the boating men 
of Yale College on the third inst., the Cornell matter com- 
ing up, @ motion was made that the ehallenge be declined, 
and Mr. Bushnell, ’74, spoke in favor of the motion, stat- 
ing that Yale gave Cornell an opportunity to row at Phila- 
delphia, and Cornell declined and could not be induced to 
enter a crew, although strongly urged by graduates, -and 
that it was the purpose of Yale to keep the Yale-Harvard 
race free from any innovations. The vote to reject was 
then carried unanimously. There is no doubt but that 
funds will be raised to carry out the projected Harvard 
race. There are twelve men now in training, from whom 
the crew of eight will be chosen. 
































































ALEXIS.—That the Russian Grand Duke who is now 
visiting this country is a sportsman any one knows, for on 
the occasion of his last visit he passed some time on the 
plains with General Custer, to whom he presented some 
valuable deer hounds, now in the possession of Edwin 
Thorne, Esq. Since Alexis arrived he has been taken in 
hand by the sportsmen of Norfolk and vicinity. He has 
had fine squirrel shooting, and the Norfolk Fox Hunting 
Club have given him a grand fox hunt. 

—_ 1 ere 

—There is little or no ice in the sound, and the 11 o’clock 
night boat for New ,Haven from Peck Slip resumed her 
trips Feb. 5th. The boats of this line are heated through- 
out by steam. 

oo 

—John Stratton, of Monroe county, Tenn., recently 
killed six black bears during a heavy snow which prevailed 
in that part of the State. 

a eb 9 

TimELy.—The letter of our Danville, (N. Y.) correspond- 
ent will be found to contain some timely and valuable sug- 
gestions, 


eh 
—History will bestow undying laurels upon the bold cit- 
izen of Cincinnati, who recently, when a plumber sent him 
an exorbitant bill for $500, in his turn sued that plumber 
and recovered to the extent of $2,000 fer damages, etc., on 
account of the abominable manner in which the work was 
performed. 


——Miss Clementine V. Lasar, the first soprano singer of 
Plymouth Church choir; was married to George 8. Studwell 
on Sunday evening, at half past five o’clock, by the Rev. 
Henry Ward Beecher. 


—Neck mufilers for ladies, of silk trimmed with chenille 
fringe, are much worn. They come in all colors. 


Glew Bublications. 


THE CENTENNIAL Exposition. Described and Illustrated; 
By J.S. Ingram. Published by Hubbard Bros., Philadelphia, 














and any party has the right to arrest the violator. We 
frequently hearof arrests throughout the State of those 
who in illegal season take game. The people of California 
are determined to protect themselves iu these matters, and 
I assure all sportsmen that the Pacific Life will do all in its 
power to bring to justice parties who violate our game 








Date. Boston. | New York.| Charleston 


Rational Pastimes. 


BASE BALL, 





on a limited stock company basis. 


pected that at least twenty clubs will be represented, 


Blong and Dorgan. 










Base ball talk is already prevalent in sporting circles 
though the skating season has not yet ended. Great pre- 
parations are in progress for the coming campaign, es- 
pecially in the professional arena, in which six League 
Association clubs and about twenty International Associa- 
tian clubs will enter the lists. A new club is being or- 
ganized in Philadelphia with a team which will include 
such reliable players as McBride, Roach, Fisher, Sensen- 
dorfer, Meyerle, Eggler, Fulmer and Hall, It is to be run 


—The delegates to the Convention of Professional Ball 
Clubs, called together to organize an international associa- 
tion, will meet in Pittsburg on February 20th. It is ex- 


—The St. Louis team for 1877 will be as follows: Clapp, 
Nichols, Dehiman, McGeary, Battin, Force, Croft, Remsen, 


—The League Association book, though an improve- 
ment on last year’s book, contains not a line of statistics 


This is a volume which every person should buy who wishes a lasting 
souvenir of the great Exhibition. Its title indicates its character suf- 
ficiently, without requiring extended comment. It comprises a properly 
illustrated history of the Centennial from the beginning to the close, 
with a description of the principal buildings and their interesting dis- 
plays, the Memorial parades and aniversaries, State days, awards to 
exhibitors, and numerous other subjects showing the magnitude and 
character of the World’s Fair, and illustrating the best achievements of 
human genius, industry and skill, from all lands and all peoples. The 
publishers invite the most careful scrutiny as to completeress before 
purchasing. 


The Nutiall Bniletin for January, 1877, is no less attrac- 
tive than the numbers which have preceded it. The present issue opens 
with a delightful account by Mr. Brewster of one of our most beautiful 
warblers, Dendroeca maculosa, in which a full resume of its habits is 
given in an unusually pleasant style. Mr. Ridgwzy furnishes a brief note 
on the Western variety of the Robin, which he‘dignifies with the varietal 
name propinguies, The recent abundance of the Snowy Owl alozgthe 
New England coast is noticed by Mr. Deane, who gives us considerable 
information on this point, drawn from several different sections of the 
country. 

In an article entitled “Distribution of New England Birds,” Mr. H. 
A. Purdie replies at some length to Dr. Brewer’s article in the preced- 
ing number of the Bulielin. Mr. Purdie does just what Dr. Breaer 
asked of him, and gives a list of facts authenticated by refereaces, which 
fully sustains his position. The article is of great interest and is caleu- 
lated to settle many disputed points, especiailyin reference to the 






about the championship contests, such as giving the games’ 
won and lost in a special table. In the record of games 
played credit is given to the Boston Club for a three to 
two victory obtained bythe Hartfords. This is an im- 
portant error for an Association book of statistics, 


—Borden, under the new rules of the League, has 


deemed it advisable to compromise with the Boston Club, 
and he is now off the salary list of that organization. 


















northern range of some of our summer birds. Mr. Lawrence, in a short 
communication,relates the facts in reference to the occurrence of Bernicla 
leucopsis near New York, which were recorded in this paper some weeks 
ago, and Mr. Hurick informs us of the capture of a second specimen of 
He'minthophaga Lawrenceii. The occurrence of Several “Birds Rare or 
Accidental in New England,” by Mr. Pardie, closes the number; but our 
space will not admit of our noticing the article at length. The general 
notes are as usual interesting and valuable. 





—Those of the Boston team at present in the city are 
George Wright, Leonard, @’Rourke, Murnan, Manning, 
Morril and Brown, all of whom have begun practice in the 
gymnasium of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
The boys are taking a daily run in the hall in addition to 
other exercises. Manning prefers the Boston Club to all 
others, and knows nothing about any propositions to go to 
Cincinnati. He says he has not been approached upon the 
subject. 

—The ‘Base Ball Guide” will be issued iminediately 
after the Pittsburg Convention, Mr. Chadwick has pre 
pared an elaborate appendix to each rule of the new code 
of the League, explanatory of each section. It will be a 
work of over a hundred pages. 


SKATING. 


Southerly winds prevailed to such an extent from Febru- 
ary Ist to the 5th as to render the skating lakes of the 
metropolis useless for the sport, the bali being down at the 
Park and Capitoline lakes since the 1st inst. 

At the Brooklyn Rink, however, roller skating has been 
largely patronized, another large crowd being present at 
the second Fete on February 1st. On February 3d inst,, 
at the night seance, there were over nine hundred people 
on the floor at the Rink on skates. The next Fete takes 
place Febr uary 8th, with races on the 10th inst. 


Tiffany & Co., Silversmiths, Jewelers, and 
Importers, have always a large stock otf sil- 
ver articles for prizes for shooting, yachting, 
racing and other sports, and on request they 
prepare special designs for similar purposes, 
Theiz timing watches are guaranteed for ac- 
curacy, and are now very generally used for 
sporting and scientific requirements. Tiffany 
& Co., are also the agents in America for 


Messrs. Patek, Philippe & Co., of Geneva, of 





To ContrisuTors.—The following origina] contribu- 
tions are awaiting publication. We will dispose of them 
as fast as our space will permit :— 

. Sealing in the Pacific; Indian Joe Maree; Lake Superior 
Sketches—A Series; Turtle Egging in Florida; Louisiana 
Duck Hunting; Dusky Litigation; Pine Forest of Pa.; 
Club Footed ‘Buck; Christmas With a Life Boat Crew; 
Notes From My Diary (Ill. River); Fishing off Nantucket; 
A Snow Shoe Tramp; Woodcock Shooting in July; Shoot- 
ing Around Port Royal; Hunting in Mississippi; Crow 
Blackbirds; My First Bulli Moose; Soooting in Southern 
California—Z/ Cazador; Fighting the Rare; Day’s Hunt in 
California; Our Camp on the Ausable; Trip to Stony 
Island; The ‘San Gabriel Narrers”—Zi Cazador; Trout 
Fishing on the Aar; On the Sunflower River; My First 
Trip; The Backwoods Canvasser; Some Incidents on a 
Whaler; A Moose Hunt in Canada; Sport in Michigan; 
Chickens in Minnesota; On to G. Lake; The Blue Grass 
Region of Kentucky, 


whose celebrated watches they have a full 
line. Their stock of Diamonds and other Pre- 
cious Stones, General Jewelry, Bronzes and 
Artistic Pottery is the largest in the world, 
and the public are invited to visit their estab- 


lishment without feeling the slightest obliga- 


tion = purchase, Union Square, New York. 
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Baths. 
Russian Vapor, Marble, Baths. 


NO. 2 EAST FOURTH ST., NEAR BROADWAY 


The most extensive, luxurious and popular baths on 
this continent, Call and see the testimonials, —— 
by the most eminent — of the city, to their 
yalne as a remedy in Cold, Catarrh, Sore Throat, 
Gout, Rheumatism, and many other afflictions which 
originate in an inert skin. dec? 3m 


Zhe Fennel. 
The St. Louis Kennel Club. 


(C, B. WHITFORD, TRAINER.) 


are the owners of the following dogs: 

ROCK, an imported English setter (formerly owned 
by Luther Adams, of Boston.) He was a field-trial 
winner in'England, and won first at the Springfield, 
Chicago and St. Louis bench shows. Also won first 
at Baltimore (1877), the Special prize for the. best set- 
ter in the show, and other Specials. 

ELCHO and ERIN, both imported red Irish setters. 
Elcho won first at the Chicago Show; was a winner in 
the Pappy class in freland, and first prize at Balti- 
more (1877). Is sire of Aileen, toe red Irish 
bitch which won first at the Centennial bench 
show; and of Norah, who won Ist at the St. Louis show. 
ERIN won 2d at Chicazo in the Open class, and Ist as 
the best Insh setter for stock purposes shown with two 
of his get. Hs Won THE “GREENWOOD CUP” IN THE 
FIELD TRIALS LATELY HELD aT MEMPHIS, also WITH 
DRAKE WON FIRST IN THE BRACE STAKES. 

The price for the service of either of the above 
dogs is thirty-five dollars. J 

The club are also the ewners of the imported Eng 
lish setter bitch Dora. She is either the dam or grand 
dam of a'l the “‘blue blooded” English setters that 
have won prizes at field trials in this country. 

They also own the English bitch ROSE and the red 
Irish bitches LOO II, and ROSE. The English setter 
bitch Rose is by Rock, out of the pure Laverack bitch 
Pickles, OO II, and the Irish bitch Rose are both 
bench show winners. Address, 

ST. LOUIS KENNEL CLUB, 

Jani1-tf 706 Pine St., St. Louis. Mo. 


Spratt’s Patent 


Meat Fibrine Do? Cakes. 


GENUINE 











NONE ARE 
O8 SSZ'IND 





STAMPED 

From the reputation these Meat Fibrine Cakes have 
now gained, they require scarcely any explanation to 
recommend them to the use of every one who keeps 


a dog, suffice it to say they are free from salt, and 
contain ‘‘dates,”’ the exclusive use of which, in com- 
bination with meat ana meal to compose a biscuit 1s 
secnrea tous by Letters Patent. For sale in cases 
of 112 lbs. each. F. O. De LUZE, Agent, 18 South 
William street, New York. Special terms to kennels 
and dealers. 


FOREST CITY KENNEL 
FOR IMPORTED SETTERS. 


Dr. Goldsm‘th’s celebrated dogs Plunket, Carrie, 
Rapp and Nell have passed into the above Kennel. 
Plunket and Rapp will be used in the stud. For ser- 
vices and pedigrees address 


W. H. Farrar, 


Cleveland, O. 
. Jan25-3m. 





DOGS CANNOT SLIP THIS COLLA 


No matter how violently they pull, this collar will 
not choke or injure the dog. ade of heavy bridle 
leather with nickle plated trimmings. Sent by mail 
with name of dog or owner on name plate for $1.(0. 
Manufactured by 


‘Thomson & Son, 


301 Broadway, N. Y. 
jané-tf 


Fleas, Fleas! Worms, Worms! 


STEADMAN’S FLEA POWDER FOR DOGS. 


A Bane to Fleas--A Boon to Dogs. 


, . This Powder is guaranteed to kill fleas on dogs or 
any other animals, or money returned. Itis put up 
in patent boxes with sliding pepper box top, which 
greatly facilitates its use. Simple and efficacious. 


Price 50 cents by mail, »ostpaid. 

ARECA NUT for Worms in DOGS. 
Acertain remedy. Put up in boxes containing a doz- 
en powders, with fall directions’ for use. Price 50 
cents per box by mail. Both the above are recom 
mended by Rod and Gun and Forest aNp STREAM. 


HOLBERTON & BEEMER, 
oct 12 102 Nassau St.. New York. 


OR SALE.—A FINE LOT OF BEA- 

gie hound pups, three, ten weeks old, seven six 

weeks old. Address GEO. POUNALL, ae 
jan25-t 


Pa. 
detente Sniah te nleed iden hierlachdiaciig asin Peaeeeenetey 
A. FEW CHOICE PUPPIES FOR SALE, 
—Dam, my imported setter Nellie, by Barton’s 
Punch, out of Bartons Queen. Sire, Homo’s Laverack 
setter Pedigree, winner of highest medal in his class 
at Centennial, and second at Baltimore in 1877. Ad- 
dress G. H. VANNOTE, Tuckerton, N. J. jan25-4t 


STUD IRISH SETTER. 


[THE SUBSCRIBER HAVING SECUR. 
ed a brace of red Irish setters, Buck and Floss, 
exported to the Centennial Bench Show by Mr. J. C. 


Cooper, Limerick, Ireland, now offers the services 
the dog Buck for ata purpose ‘Terme $25. Vor 
pedigree and C. Z. MILEY, Lan- 
Caster, Pa, dec78mo 


Che Rennel. Ae 


on SALE CHEAP—A SPLENDID 

brace of Gordon Setters five and a half months 
old, by Ts Smith’s Monarch out of ~ bitch May 
bred by Waddell. S.J. H., Box 122%, N. Y. it 


WANTED. 
N ENGLISH SETTER PUP ABOUT 


five months old, color orange and white; must 
be handsome and of ona stock. Address, giving 
fall particulars, BEN CE, Pittston, Pa. 1t 


OINTER AND SETTER FIELD 
TRIAL BLOOD.—Pointer bitch Teal, of the 
very best Field Trial blood, by Lord Downe’s Mars 
Field Trial winner, out of Lort’s Lill Field Trial win- 
ner. Mars by Drake, the best pointer ever bred in 
England, and Lill is by Holford’s Bang, out of sister 
to Hamlet. Teal is 2} years old, and has had two lit- 
ters of puppies; the first by Fletcher’s champion 
Don, and two of the puppies will run at trials and be 
shown this year. Thesecond was a beautiful litter of 
seven by Y. Bang, and they all look like prize win- 
ners. Teal is due in season now, and will be again 
put to Y. Bang, who is by S. Price’s champion Bang, 
out of Davey’s Luna. Price 40 guineas; guaranteed 
in pup by Y. Fens 
Setter bitch Lady Ti, eleven months old, by Bailey’s 
champion Laverack Victor, out of Bess. Lady Ti is 
now in the hands of a first class breaker, to be pfe- 
red for the Field Trial Derby, ran May 2d. She can 
be sold with the engagement, and left with the break- 
ers uatil May. Price, 30 guineas, half to be paid at 
time of purchase and the remainder on leaving Eng- 
land—if left fur her trial. Application should be 
made at once for Teal, if wantea for America in pup, 
as she will probably go to dog the third or fourth 
week in Jan. Apply to G. LOWE, The Kennel Club, 
2 Albert Mansions, Victoria street. London, or to the 
Editor of this paper, who has further a. a 
'eb1-5 


OR SALE—ROCK AND ELCHO.— 

: Each etands at the bead as the Bench Show win- 
ner of his class over all the dogs in America. Ruck’s 

ups won first prize at Chicago, Springfield, St. 
uis, and Baltimore Elcho’s paps won first pr.ze 
at St. Louis and at the Centennial. 

Mr. Campbell, of Tenn., gays the pups by Elcho, out 
of his Black Joe, “are very fast and have the best 
noses he ever saw onapydogs.” ST, LOUIS KEN- 
NEL CLUB. 706 Pine st., St. Louis, Mo. febi-tf. 


OR YOUNG COCKER SPANIEL 
. Stock from the choicest breeds inquire of 
M. P. McKOON. 
dec28 6m Franklin, Del. Co., N. Y. 


‘OR SALE—A FINE LOT OF SCOTCH, 

Skye, Dandy Dinmont, and Black-and-tan ter- 

tiers, sporting Dogs, Maltese cats, Ferrets, &c. Medi 

cines for all diseases at L. N. MEYER, 45 Great 
Jones strect, N. Y. Sept2i ly. 


OR SALE, OR WILL EXCHANGE 


' for a Winchester rifle, a thoroughbred setter 4 
years old, sired by the famous Bismark. For farther 
particulars address C., lock box 947 Pittsfield, Mass, 


feb8-1t 
for Sale. 


Domesticated Qaail for Sale 


ARTHUR G. NASON, 
febs it Orange C. H., Va. 


1s QUAIL—FOR PROPAGATING 
Porposes, for sale by WHITLEY & MORRIS, 
218 Washington street. N. Y. feb1-2r. 


Ludlow "Trout Co. 
ROOK TROUT FRY FOR SALE IN 


any quantity to suit parties. 











required. W. H. CROWELL, Ludlow. 
anll-3m McKean Co.., Pa. 


OR SALE.—ONE SHARE BLOOM- 
' ing Grove Park Association Stock. Address 
*Blooming Grove,” this office. jant-tf 


Sotices. 


Leesburg Academ y. 


7 English elassical and mathematical 
School for Boys, Leesburg, Loudoun Co., Va. 
Principal, Thomas Williamson (Univ. Va.); Asst., 
Thos. 8. Purdie, B. L. (Wash. and Lee. Univ.) 
Leesburg is within 36 mi.es of Alexandria and Wash- 
ington, on Washington & Ohio Railroad in the Pied- 
mont region of Virginia, proverbially healthy, Pu- 
pils prepared for the Universities, any standard 
college, or for business. Keferences: Faculty of 
University of Virginia, Faculty of Washington and 
Lee Univ., Faculty of University of South, Facul- 
ty of Randolph Macon College; B. L. Gildersleeve, 
Ph. D. John Hopkins University; Hon. J. Rand 
Tucker, Hon. Eppa Hunton, etc. For farther infor- 
mation apply to the Principal. feb& 5t 


ne a eieenpeiaeniaetes 

GOOD JUDGE OF STOCK, STEA- 

dy and reliable, with large and intimate con- 
nection among best breeders of North of England 
and Scotland, wishes a capitalist to back him in im- 
— well-bred stock, dogs, etc. R. #.; care 
obt. Hume, Richmond, Va. lt 


ESSONS IN FLY TYING.—By an ex- 
rienced fly-dresser. Refer to Abbey & Imprie, 

48 Maiden Lane. Address JOHN HAILY, 320 Henry 
street, New York Oct 12-6m 


Fleming’s Patent Lock Cork. 


KEEP YOUR BOTTLE LOCKED! 

An air-tight Cork that can be securely locked, and 
only opened by the holder of the her ice by mail, 
£0 cents. HOLBERTON & BEEMER, 7 
‘eb8-2t 


street, New York. P. O. box $,109. 


LOCUTIONIST’S JOURNAL GIVES 
choicest standard and new pieces for profes- 
sional and amateur Readers and Speakers, and inter- 
esting articles on bgp pore subjects. Just the 
thing wanted. 10cts. o saa conemnant or by mail. 
JESS HANEY & CO., 119 





aseau st., New York, 
jan25 6t 


HOLABIRD THE 


“BOSS” 
SHOOTING COAT MAKER. 


SUITS $10. and upwards, the best and cheapest in 
the worid. Write for Ca ue, aca 


; W. H. HOLABIRD. alparaiso. Ind. 
Hotels and Hegorts for Sportsmen. 


ANSION HOUSE, FERNANDINA, 
Florida. A first-class house, at the most at- 
tractive winter resort in the South. An ocean beach 
a surf batbing, hunting and fishing. 
Deer in the hammock, snipe, rail and duck 
countless numbers in creeks and marshes 











FOREST AND STREAM. 


Fry delivered if 























fishing Tackle. 
NORRIS’ FLY RODS. 


Of greenheart and rent and glued bamboo, for trout, 
salmon and bass. Also trout, salmon and bass flies, 
reela, lines, leaders,, fly-books. etc., etc. Agent in 
New York for rods, HOLBERTON & BEEMER, 102 
Nassau st. 

Ferules and other materials furnished to amateur 


rod makers. 
Thaddeus Norris, 


208 WEST LOGAN SQUARE, PHILA. 


H. L. LEONARD, 


Manufacturer of 
Fine Fly, Bass, Salmon and Trout Rods 


of Split Bamboo, or any desired material, 
and Improved Light Reels. 


Sold by all principal dealers in fishing tackie through- 
out the United States. 


Every variety of Fishing Tackle 
always on hand. 
ARTIFICIAL FLIES TIED TO ORDER. 
Nov23-t* Bangor, Maine 


L. H. ABBEY. ANDREW CLERK, 
_ Special. 

48 Maiden Lane. * O. Box 1294 

35 Liberty Street.) NEW york. 


ABBEY & IMBRIE, 


(Successors to Andrew Clerk & Co.) 


New York, London, and Redditch, 


Importers, Manufacturers, Wholesale and Retail 
Dealers in 


FISHING TACKLE 


Of Every Description and Quality. 

We particniarly call attention to our extensive as- 
sortment of fine goods for sportsmen, such as Salmon 
Trout, and Black faes Flies and Snell Hooks, on hand 
and tied to order; Cuttyhunk and Pasque Islinds 
Bass Lines, Water-proef Braided Silk Lines, etc., etc. 

Every genuine H. L. Leonard’s Six-Spliced Bamboo 
Salmon, Trout, and Bass Rod is marked “‘H. L. Leon- 
ard, maker, Abbey & Imbrie, sole agents."" Beware 
of imitations. 

Sole agents for the McCord Patent Celluleid Black 
Bass Reel, and Aiken Black Bass Rod. Proprietors 
of the celebrated Winchester Patent Braided Rods. 

Sole importers of Joseph Warrin’s Drill-Eyed and 
Reg. Eyed Needles. 

‘arties fitted out with appropriate tackle for th 
Rocky Mountains, Pacific Coast, Canada, Maine, Adi- 
rondacks, etc., etc. Orders by mail will receive the 
personal attention of the firm. 





























U, F. lupe. 




































(CELLULOID PATENT.) 


Trolling and Click Reels. 


The finest Reeis made light, durable and finely 
finished. Ask your dealer for them. 
GEORGE E. HART & Co., Newark, N. J. 
Refer to Dr. W. W. Ely, Kochester, N. Y., anc 
» 2.3 Romeyn, Keesville, N. Y¥. 











Sportsmen's Routes. 

















“THE BERMUDAS.” 


OW A FAVORITE AND DELIGHT- 

FUL Winter Resort, ig reached in seventy 
hours from New York, and being surrounded by the 
warm waters of the Gulf Stream enjoys an equable 
temperature of about 70°. 


The elegant British Steamships “Bermuda” and 
“Camina,”’ 1,000 tons, fitted expressly for the sen- 
ger travel, are dispatched from New York for Berma- 
da fortnightly, making connection at Ber=uda with 
steamers for St. Thomas and West Indies. For 
fall information apply to A. E, OUTERBRIDGE, 
Agent, 29 Broadway, N. Y. Dec21-ly. 























Fer Nassau, N. P, 
A Famous Winter Resort. 
Regular Mail Steamship from NEW YORK, Feb.3, 14 
and 34th. From SAVANNAH, GA, Feb. 20 aad 
Maren Ist. 
a only 48 hours. Dustrated’ Nassau Guide far- 
nis 


Murray, Ferris & Co., Agents, 


62 South street. 


OLD DOMINION LINE. 


The steamers of this line reach some of the finest 
waterfowl and upland shooting sections in the coun- 
Se Connections direct for Chincoteague, Cobb's 
island, and pomts on the Peninsula. City Point 
James river, Currituck, Florida, and the mountainous 
oy, of Virginia, Tennessee, etc. Norfolk steam- 
ers Tuesday, Th’ 

































Sportsmen's Routes. 
FOR SAVANNAH, GA., 


THE FLORIDA PORTS. 
AND THE 


South and Southwest, 


GREAT SOUTHERN FREIGHT AND PASSEN- 
GER LINE—CENTRAL RAILROAD OF 
GEORGIA, AND ATLANTIC AND 
GULF RAILROAD, 


TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS AND SAT- 
URDAYS. 





STEAMSHIPS 


MAGNOLIA and RAPIDAN will sail 
THURSDAYS AT 3 P. M. 


MURRAY, FERRIS & CO., Agents, 63 South 
Street. 


GEN. BARNES and H. LIVINGSTON, 


TUESDAYS AT 3 P. M. 

GEO. YONGE, Agent, 409 Broadway. N. Y. 
SAN JACINTO and SAN SALVADOR, 
SATURDAYS AT 3 P. M. 

GEO. YONGE, Agent, 409 Broadway, N. Y. 
N. B. The sailing days of above lines from Savan 
nah are same as from New York. For freight or passage 
from Savannah apply to Octavus Cohen & Co. .Sa- 
vannah, for ships leaving Savannah on Tuesdays, 
Hunter & Gammel, Savannah, for ships leaving on 
ee Wilder & Co., forships leaving on Satur- 

ays. 
G2" Insurance on this line, ONE-HALF PER 
CENT. 


Snperior accommodations for passengers. 

Through rates and Bills of Lading in cennection 
with Central Railroad of Georgia to all points. 

Through rates and Bills of Lading in connection 
with the Atlantic and Gulf Railroad and Florida 


ee GEORGE YONGE. 


Agent Central Railroad of Georgia, No. 409 Broad- 
way. nov30 3m 


To Florida & the South 


SEASON OF 1876-7. 


Atlantic Coast Line of Railways and Connctions 


N. Y¥. OFFICE, 229 BROADWAY. 


No. 1.—6:00 p. m. Daily all rail to Richmond, Wii- 
mington, Columbia, Augusta, Aiken, Charleston, Sa- 
vanpah.gA!l Florida and Southern points. In this train 
Pullman sleeper New York to Richmond, Parlor 
Cars thence to Wilmington. Pullman sleepers thence 
to Charleston and Augusta, and Pullman sleeping 
cars beyond as route may be. 

No. 2.—8:40 a. m. daily (except Sunday). Allrai 
to Richmond, Wilmington, Charleston, Savannah, 
and all Florida poiuis. 

No. 3.—9.30 a. m. daily (except Sunday) via limited 
express to Washington, and thence as by Schedule 
No. 2. On these trains Pullman Parlor Cars New 
York to Washington. Pullman Sleeping Car Mil- 
ford (supper house) to Wilmington, N. C. Parlor 
Cara Wilmington to Charleston. Lucas sleepers 
Charleston to Savannah. Elegant Day Cars Savan- 


nah to Jacksonville, 


No. 4.—8:40 a. m. and 9:30 a. m. daily {except 


Sunday). Ali rail to Baltimore. Bay Line to Nor- 
folk. S.& R. R. R. to Weldon, thence az by Sched- 
ule No.1. On these trains Parlor Cars to Baltimore, 


Bay Line steamers to Portsmouth, Parlor Cars to 
Wilmington, and thence as by Schedule No. 1. 

or the reservation of Sections, Compartments, 
Berths or Chairs, Tickets, Time Cards, and all infor- 
mation, apply at the New York Office, 229 BROAD- 
WAY, or at the authorized Ticket Offices of the 
Pennsylvania, and Baltimore & Ohio Railroads. 
_ One half of each Parlor and Sleepirg car of this 
line sonth of Richmona is constantly reserved at 
New York for accommodation of passengers by the 
Atlantic Coast Line. 


a, POPE, Gen. Pass. Agent. 


de 


FOR FLORIDA. 


'1OR THROUGH TICKETS TO FER- 
NANDINA, JACKSONVILLE, ST. AUGUS- 
TINE, SANFORD, ENTERPRISE, and intermediate 
landings on ST. JOHN’S RIVER and interior points 
in FLORIDA, by steamship to SAVANNAH, and 
thence by railroad or steamboat, apply to WM. L. 
JAMES, Gen’! Agent, 
Philadelphia and Southern Mail 8. 8. Co., 
416 South Delaware Avenue, Philadelphia 


Decl4-ly 


TO SPORTSMEN: 
THE PENNSYLVANIA R, R. COMP" 


Respectfully invite attention to the 


Superior Facilities 
afforded by their lines for reaching most of the TROT- 
ING PARKS and RACK CO ES in the Middle 
States. These lines being? ONTINUOUS FROM ALL 
IMPORTANT POINTS, avoid the difficulties and aan- 

1s of reshipment, while the excellent cars run over 

e smooth steel tracks enable STOCK TO BE TRANS- 
PORTED without failure or injury. 

The lines of : 

The Pennsylvania Railroad Company 
also reach the best localities for 
GUNNING AND FISHING 
m Pennsylvania and New Jersey. EXCURSION 
TIC are sold at the offices of the Coneens ia 

all the principal cities to KANE, RENOVA, B. 
FORD, CRESSON, RALSTON, MINNEQUA, and 
other well-known centers for 

Trout Fishing, Wing Shooting, and Still Hunting. 


Also, to 
TUCKERTON, BEECH HAVEN, CAPE MAY, 
SQUAN, and points on the NEW JERSEY COAST 
renowned for SALT WATER SPORT AFTER FIN 
AND FEATHER. 


D. M. BOYD, Jz., Gen’l Pass. Agent. 
Prank THomrson, Gen’l Manager, febi7 if 









FOREST AND STREAM. 








Sportsmen's Goods. 






Sportsmen's Routes. 
GREAT SOUTHERN 


POMPE F 


Charleston, S.C. 
The South and the Southwest 





successfa} mapafactarers of Waterproof Shooting 
Suits 1s the firm of G. W.Simmons & Son, Oak Hail, 
Bosten, We had one of their enits on duty at Hun- 
ter’s Gamp at Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition 
It has erown gray in eervice, bat good 
for use yet. This suit is known as the ‘Boston 
Shooting Suit,’ in contradistinction no doubt, from 
the garments which are manafactured out west and at 
Washington, each of which has a local demand of its 
own. It1seaid that the western prairie fowl can 
distinguish any sportsman who visits their domain 
by his clothes. Tney can tell him ‘by the cut of his 
jib,’ and the old educated birds (which no one cares to 
eat, by the way,) know exactly what distan~es to 
keep from:the rail shooters, the brant men, and the 
chicken-killers respectively, to be safe. They have 
‘got them all down fine: This used not to be so be- 


AND THE -”" the weerieent shooting ee neeseane. 

oatonians, Hoosiers and Buckeyes all st the same 

\ > chance then. But now it is—with a sarill pipe to lee - 
I LORIDA I ORTS, ward by the uld-weather cock—‘here comes a Sim.- 
EVERY mons; cheese it!’ or, ‘Ere’s a *Enning—lie low!’ or, 


‘Look out for Holabird! Scatter! you beggars, scat- 
ter!”— Forest AND STREAM 1] 


“Tue Boston SHootine Stit.—One of the most 


Wednesday and Saturday 


At 3 o’clock P. M. From 
PIER 29, N R. 


CITY OF ATLANTA. CHAMPION. 
Capt. M.S. Woodball. Capt. R. W_ Lockwood 
GULF STREAM. G. W. CLYDE. 
Capt S., *‘rowell. Capt. Ingrahm, 
The ahove steamers have been handsomely fitte- 
ep for the convenience of passengers, and are unri 
valled on the coast for 


Safety. Speed and Comfort. 


Close connectiens at Charleston with the favorite 
and well-known Florida packets DICTATOR, a 
Vogel; CITY POINT. Capt Scott, for FERNAN 
DIN’, JACKSONVILLE, ST AUGUSTINE, PA- 
LATKA, ENTERPRISK, MELONVILLE and all 
points in Florida. 

EXCURSION TICKETS AT REDUCED RATES. 
Qe" Insurance to de-tination ONE HALF OF ONE 
PER CENT. 

Goods forwarded free of Commi-sion. Passage 
ticketa and Bills of Lading issned and signed at the 
oltice of JAMES W. QUINTARD & CO., 

Agents, No. 177 West Street, cor, Warren, or 

W.P. CLYDE & CO, No. 6 Bowling Green. 

Through Freight Tariffs, Passage Tickets by all 
routes and to all points in the Sonth and Southwest, 
and farther information can be obtained at the office 





































of BENTLEY D HASELL. General Agent, 
Great Southern Freight Line, 317 Broadwav, corner 
of Thomae etreet dec? ly 





Sportsmen's Goods. 








vor{smmen § EINROFIUND, 


HOLBERTON & BEEMER. 


102 Nassau Street, N. Y.» 
MANUPACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF 


Fine Breech-Loading Gans, Fishing Tackle and 
Sportsman’s Goods of every de-cripion, including 
Tents and Camping Ontfits. 

The Holbertoa Fiy BKod for bleck bass and trout. 
Hind mace of 24 growrh ash, lance wood and bam- 
boo. A sound reliable rod; every one tested. Price $8. 


to $'2. 
Holberion’s celebrated Fly Books made to hold 
flies at fall leneth with Hyde's improve? fly holders. 


James Florida Spoon, with extia hooks. The only 
troiling bait thar will «tand Florida fishing. 

‘he Fox patent Breech-Loading gun. This gan 
is the best vun forth: money yet offered to Sports- 
men. Call and see the @5@ Gun. 

AGENTS FOR 

Duncklee’s*Camp stoves. Boudren's Patent Jack, 
Dash and Fishing Comps, 

Nichol’s and Lefever's Breech Loaders. Baker's 
Three-Garrel Guns. 

fs Dittmsr Powder Kay's ( oncentrators, 

The Goss Kevoiving Cartridge Belt. 

Bond's and Fenner’s Portable Boats 

Ira A. Paine’s Glass ball trap and Glass balls. 

H WL, Leonard's Split Bumbeo Rods. 

‘Thad Norris’ Greenhart and Split Bamboo Rods. 

mara J McBride's Standard Art ficial Flies. 

Holb-rton’s Black Bass flies for casting with a 
light rod. 

Good's Moccasins. New styles with water-proof 
tongne and hard soles. 

Hart’s Metal shell. Elcy’s Straw colored thells 
per 100. 9icts 

Eaton’s celebrated Rust Preventer and Lubriea- 
tor. Sportemen will find the above worth trying as 
it 1s a great preventor of rust and leading; no mer- 
cury. 

Spraty’s English Dog Biscuits. Thomson’s ard 
Boston Shooting and Fishing Suits. Rubber Goods. 
Hart’s and Leonard’s new Click Heels a great im- 
provement, etc., etc. 

Send 10 cts. for new Hlustrated Catalogue con- 
taining hints on Fty Fishing, Shooting and Camp- 
ing, *porting »ketches by Random Shot, 

Jaberal disceunt to the trade. P.O. Box ae. 

jel ly 


Good’s Oil Tanned 


BZ | Moccasins 


The best thing ever worn by 


sportsmen. Not injured by wet- 
anarn GE 

















ting and drying —always soft and 
easy to the feet. Four dif- 
ferent styles. Prices to 
suit the times. Send for 
illustrated circular and 
Price list. (Successor to Frank Good). MARTINS. 
HUTCHINGS. P. O. Box 368 Dover, N. H. 
Holberton & Beemer, 102 Nassau et.. N. Y., Agents, 


Mils, 

































MOLLER’S NORWEGIAN COD LIVER OIL 
Is pronounced by most distinguished medical anthori- 
ties of America and Europe to be the very best. Its 
superiority is evident frem the great estimation in 
which it-is held by New York physicians gcneraliy. 
Prize: from all the great International Exhibitions, 
nggonard the Centennial, testify convincingly as to 
ts meri 


For sale by all Druggists, 
Agents, W. H, SCHIBFPELIN & CO 

















MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 


Boston, Mass. 


dealers in 
SPORTSMEN’S GOODS. 
EACH GARMENT DISTINCLY MARKED 


{ “BOSTON SHOOTING SUIT,” } 
l made by | 
C.W. Simmons & Son. } 


This new design of WatEKxPxuoF SHootine Suit, 
made from extra quality duck, bas attained such 
popularity as to be called for from all parts of the 
country, and even from England. 

“Shipping clothing to England strikes us very much 
like senaing ‘Coals to Newcastle,’ bat the merit 
of the “BOSTON SHOOTING SUITS” have been 
beard of in the O.d Country, and that land of sports 
men has sent an order to Messrs. Simmons & Son, 
which wiil doubtless be followed by many others.*"— 
Boston Paper. 





The design embraces the best points of the English 
and French Suits, combined with the necessary re- 
quirements for American service, Particular atten- 
tention has been paid to color, 

Each snit is water-proofed by a new patent process 
The seams and pocket corners are securely fastened, 
and nothing neglected to render the suit perfect in 
every respect. 

THE PRICE HAS BEEN FIXED AT $13, TO IN- 
CLUDE HAT OR DOUBLE V!I-ORED CAP. DE- 
TACHABLE HAVELOCK, COAT, VEST, AND 
PANTALOONS. 

One hundred suits will be kept ready in stock, so 
that wecan uwrnisb to order any size required, at e# 
moment's notice. 





In the Golden Rule (Rev. W. U1. H. Murray's paper’ 
the er thusiastic cditor writes: — 

“We were shown, the other day, a new water-proo! 
snit, specially adapted for sportemen, designed and 
made up by Simmons & Son, of Boston, and to which 
we cail the attention of all brethren of the oat-door 
and shore-shooting fraternity, becanre it meets the 
demand of personal comfort and convenience beyond 
anything of home mavufactrre seen by us before. 
As a sportsman, we give it our unqualified endorse- 
ment, as combining ‘he be-t points of the English 
suits, and in addition skilfully adapted to the neces- 
sities of the Americar service. It is a most admirable 
and satisfactory contrivance in color, style, water- 
proof quality and capacity. The coat is a marvel 
in this latter respect.”* 

PERSONS ORDF RING FROM A DISTANCE NEED 
SEND ONLY THE FOLLOWING TO BE SURE OF 
A PERFECT F(t: BREAST MEASURE, WAIST 
MEASURE, INSIDE SEAM COAT SLEEVE, IN- 
SIDE SEAM PANTALOOwS; MENTION HEIGHT 
AND WEIGHT. 


G.W. SIMMONS & SON, 


“OAK HALL.” BOSTON, MASS. 








Be 
DECOYS. 


RED HEAD. COOT. 
WHISTLER. SPRIGTAIL. 
MALLARD. SHELDRAKE 
BLACK DUCK. CANVAS. 


atso WILD GEESE. 

These are the new patent Decoys which come pack 
ed in nests, six ina box. The greatest improvement 
possible on the old style of wooden Decoy. Price of 
the ducks, $12 per doz.; price of he geese, $2 cach 
G. W sIMM S & SON, Oak Hall Boston, Mass 


WIND-PROOF 


leather Vest and Jackets, 
Fiannel-Lined. 


(Made and sold only by Messrs. G. W. SIMMONS & 
Co., Oak Hatt, Boston,) are considered the most 
sensible protectorsever devised for winter wear’ They 
ate expecially adapted to the requirements of sporting 
men, whose rapid walking is likely to be followed by 
frequent halts in the cold wind. Price, Vest $7; 
Jacket $9. Measurements required are Waist, Breast 
se Inside Seam of Sleeve. Mention Height and 
eight. 


LADIES LEATHER VESTS AND JACKETS 


made to order. Indispensible to a!l who are in any 
way exposed to the weather. 


G. W. Simmons & Son, 


32 to.38 North 2t., Oak Hall, 
Boston, Mass. 





The Boston Shooting Suit.’ 
G. W. SIMMONS & SON, 


Sop everywhere in the U. 8S. by all dirst-clase 








HOLBERTON’S IMPROVED 

























FLY BOOK. 





ee ie en 


SR rn SA 


ITT 


Th: best FLY BOOK yet offered to anglers, Will hold Fiies at full length and separate. Bound in fine Rnssia. 


eg,’ I Haak O6.Caee CUS ries GT PUES a6 6 occ sc sc cccscvcustac cvepp quate hes gdbsivbeoees « eves $8 00 
No. 2 Book holding one half gross Flies........ Shawdh oc0u mee ondcecen uhaiped cee taubame sonar 4 és 5 OU 
Sent by mail on receipt of price or C. O. D. HOLBERTON & BEHMER. Sole Agents. 
ae x 5,109. 102 Nasean Stieet, New York 





BAIRD & HUSTON, 


Kensington Steam Engine Boiler Works &Ship Yards 


BEACH AND VIENNA *TREELTS, FHILADELPHIA, 






































Builders of East Steam Yachts. 


CENTENNIAL MEDAL AND AWARD FOR STEAM YACHT “ME!EOR.” 
JAMES BAinD,  ? MU Te MM HUSTON 
enue’ HOLMES, (Iron Ship Builder). : 


BUILDERS and FAMOUS STEAM YACHTS. CONTINENTAL, FIREFLY. MINFOLA &C 
Vanity Fair. For Meersc haum and Cigarettes, ovrcicsrcts'ot Vass 


Fair and those of Periqne mixture are of the best materials. and as fine as 

can be produced. Only the best French Cigarette Paper is used, which ix free 

gna eine and other injurious substances. Highest award, Vienna, 1873, and Centennial, 1876. Samples, 
crebir, 


Our Peerless and Plain Fine Cut Chewing Brands are unsurpassed, and the only brands receiving the 


Vienna Award. 
: IL? AMERIQUE. 


A cigarette that quite takes the place of a cigar.at one-tenth the cost. Unlike any ever before offered: a 
mixture of the finest Perique and Vanity Fair. Supplied with month-piece to avoid direct contact of the 
tobacco with the mucous lining of the cheeks and the teeth, while the entire quantity ef tobacco is consumed. 
Elegantly and conveniently packed in tin foil. Highest Centennial Award. Samples by mail, 15 cents. 


Aek your dealer for our gooas. 
WM. 8. KIMBALL & CO., 
° Rochester. N. Y. 








PEERLEss Topaceo Works. 
—, 


| Founded July 4, 1808, 








Sportsmen's Goods. 


MORTIMER & KIRKWOOD. 


Gun and Rifle Makers. 
24 Elm st., Boston, Mass. 

All kinds of Breech-Loading Work. ef- 
fected in the most approved style. 
GUNS BORED FOR CLOSE AND HARD 
SHOOTING. 








Decl4-ly. 
The Sportsmen’s Depot. 
JOHN KRIDER, 


Corner Second and Walnut 8ts., Philadelphia. 
(MPORTER, MANUFACTURER and DEALER IN, 





Guns, Rifles, Pistols, and Fishing Tackle. Mees! 
Muzzle Loaders Altered to Breech ie —_ 
Loaders. Thos. Ww. Sparks, 


REPAIRING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
Has constantly on hand a full 


assortment of Rods, , 
Hooks, Lines, Baits, Reels, Fly Books, Salmon Flies, ’ nn ¢ 
Gears mettre | SHOt and Bar Lead 
ainda Pt MANUFACTURER, | 
T's PATENT DOG BISCUITS, +1y | Office 121 Walnut St., Philadelphia 















